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ELECTRONIC DEATH CERTIFICATE
REGISTRATION SYSTEM – EDRS

By the time you read
this, the NYS Department
of Vital Records will already
have rolled-out the Electronic Death Certificate
Registration System
(EDRS) in a few trial areas
across the State. In an
effort to familiarize people
with this soon to be mandatory program, there have
already been several introductory workshops across
the State for Funeral Directors on how to use the System. While, many Physicians haven’t learned about
this yet, there are even
more Coroners/ME’s and
Registrars that haven’t
even heard about what it is
and that it will be going into
effect soon. It will be challenging to say the least.
In an effort to assist Vital Records with implementing some training aspects
of EDRS, NYSACCME will
be hosting a 2-hour workshop at our Fall Educational Conference on FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18th
from 7-9 pm at the Woodcliff Hotel and Spa in Fairport, NY. EDRS is a reality

and we all will have to know
how to use it and navigate
through all the pages and
drop-down menus. I certainly encourage you to
come and take advantage
of all the information presented that weekend by
attending the entire conference, your attendance for
this particular presentation
should be considered mandatory in your mind. The
future of EDRS is here
NOW and there isn’t any
Coroner or ME that cannot
afford to be up to speed
with it. In the event you are
not attending conference,
there is no charge for this
particular session, but we
do ask you to fill in the registration form in the conference packet and send it to
the NYSACCME Office
ASAP so we can be assured of enough space to
accommodate attendees.
As certifiers of Cause
and Manner of Death, it will
be incumbent upon each of
us to know how to use the
EDRS and use it correctly
and in a timely fashion.
This will not be an optional

form of certification…it will
become mandatory and will
ultimately replace the paper
version of the Death Certificate in a short period of
time. I urge each of my
Coroner/ME colleagues to
make the effort to attend
this important presentation
on FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER
18th from 7-9 pm at the
Woodcliff Hotel and Spa.
Please consider staying for
the weekend conference as
well, we would love to have
you with us for the entire
weekend. (See more about
conference in another section of this newsletter.)
Fondly,
Scott M. Schmidt, CFSP
President-NYSACCME

FALL NYSACCME EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

Woodcliff Hotel and Spa
199 Woodcliff Drive
Fairport, New York 14450
9/18-20/2015
“Decomposition & Anthropology: Unique Relationships and Challenges” is the theme for our Fall Conference. NYSACCME President Scott Schmidt is the host for this event and has packed the entire three days
with important and useful lectures that we all can learn from. A most important lecture that will occur on
FRIDAY 9/18 from 7-9 pm will be one on the new Electronic Death Certificate Registration System (EDRS)
which Vital Records is rolling out in trial areas across the State starting in June. This program has been several
years in the making and finally it is in a functional form. Training on the program for Coroners and ME’s has
been zero until now. After this live presentation, there has been talk about conference call training across the
State in several regions, but at this point, that is still in the planning stages and could happen AFTER the program is official implemented…which could be as soon as this Fall! You are STRONGLY urged to attend this
conference if for nothing else…to get basic training on the EDRS as you will be MANDATED to use it.
Decomposition hinders investigation of death for all parties, so it is important to understand it, how to deal
with it, and be knowledgeable on how to work through its effects on a human remains. To help us understand the various nuances of decomposition, we will also have lectures by several anthropologist who are often
used in assisting with identification of decomposed remains. For those non-Funeral Directors attending, there
will be a lecture on reconstructing a remains for viewing following a gunshot wound to the head as well as following an organ/tissue harvest. Dennis Daulton, a renowned Embalming and Restorative Technician with
the Dodge Chemical Company will teach us the detriment of decomposition in reconstruction of remains for
public viewing following traumatic injury and medical procedures. We will also have Dr. Dawnie Steadman
present a program on the University of TN “Body Farm” as well as some interesting research projects they are
conducting at the University. Dr. William Rodriguez, a World-Renowned Anthropologist formerly from Dover Port Mortuary and an authority in Mass Fatalities, will present on exhuming and identifying remains from
Iraq and Afghanistan. There will be case studies from Forensic Pathologist Dr. Richard Callery, and Retired
Chief Medical Investigator for the State of DE, Hal Brown, will present an in-depth presentation on the process of decomposition. Dr. Jennifer Forsyth will present the challenges faced by a Pathologist with a decomposed body as well as some case studies, too! Dr. Elizabeth DiGangi will provide some insight on determining human bones from non-human bones and Dr. Jennifer Prutsman-Pfeiffer will present a cold-case of skeletal remains found in 1983 and finally identified in 2014 using modern techniques and interagency cooperation.
This weekend will be jam-packed with useful and interesting information. The Hotel venue is one of the best
NYSACCME has ever stayed at and will fill up quickly. It can’t be stressed enough to make every effort to
attend the Friday night session on EDRS as we will be MANDATED to use it in the near future. Fill out
your conference registration form and return it to the NYSACCME office ASAP to assure your reservation at
this important, unique and interesting educational weekend. ALL reservations MUST BE MADE through the
NYSACCME office as the hotel will not take reservations for that weekend on a personal level. Come early,
stay late and enjoy the majestic views and all the amenities that Woodcliff has to offer. Check it out for yourself at: www.woodcliffhotelspa.com
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Why Are You a NYSACCME Member?
Back in the day, membership in NYSACCME was thought of an opportunity to learn a little and have a
party weekend on the County nickel. With County budgets tightening and complimentary training weekend going by the wayside for many Counties across the State, the members who came for a paid vacation
weekend have either passed-on, been elected out-of-office, or have taken the attitude that if the County
won’t pay for it, they don’t need it. NYSACCME itself has cut back on expenditures to tighten its budget
and has been extremely blessed to have had many generous sponsors over the years to cover cocktail
hours, breakfasts, coffee breaks, and hospitality suites. Moreover, we have been so fortunate to have had
and continue to have consummate professional who lecture to us FOR FREE because they know the value
of important and cutting edge knowledge in our field. We have many members who remain vigilant with
their training, most attended BOTH educational conference each year, and most paying for their membership and conference registration ON THEIR OWN. We continue to attract new members, we continue to
provide top-flight lectures and educational conferences to provide our membership with the latest and
most up-to-date information available in the areas of Medicolegal Death Investigation and Forensic Science. As we still fight the Legislative fight to require some minimal training to newly elected Coroners, we
remain the only entity in NY State providing ANY TYPE of education in the aforementioned areas.
Please suggest to your County Leaders, that they include money in their respective budgets for training for
all the Coroners, Medical Examiners and Medicolegal Death Investigators in the County. A membership
in NYSACCME can accomplish so much and attending at least one conference a year will go so far with
regards to credibility and background in any legal proceedings. Knowledge is power, but knowledge and
continuing education in your respective discipline is hard to defeat in a courtroom. Download a Membership Application and pass it along to your colleagues and County leaders for consideration today!

ACCREDITATION POLICY

Initial accreditation requires that each coroner/medical examiner has been in office for at least one year and an active
member in good standing of NYSACCME for at least one year. Upon that one (1) year of service, 54 credits of educational accreditation are needed; 36 credits to be from NYSACCME sponsored training courses.
Every three (3) years to be reaccredited, the coroner/medical examiner needs a total of 36 credits in continuing education. To guarantee that this training has some responsiveness to the needs of New York State at least 18 credits must be
in NYSACCME sponsored training courses.
The descriptions of the categories listed are as follows:
A - NYSACCME sponsored seminar/program
B - Credit is given to sponsors from organizations, i.e. AMA, AOA, Local
Government, criminal justice training courses, or other courses with
appropriate forensic thrust as determined by the Accreditation Board.
C - Credit comes from training in any formal mechanism as approved and
evaluated by the Accreditation Board. This can include college and other
formal course work.
SEND ALL NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES to Dr. Borzell at the address below.
If you have questions, contact: Blanche A. Borzell, M.D.
801 N. Decatur Street Watkins Glen, NY 14891
email: bborzell@stny.rr.com
office: 607-535-9222
cell: 607-275-7882

FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE NYSACCME WEBSITE: www.nysaccme.org
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Do You Have an Idea for a Conference Theme?
If you have a great idea for a NYSACCME conference theme, why not volunteer to host a conference. You DON’T
have to be a Board Member or an Officer to host one. You don’t have to be a Coroner or Medical Examiner to host
one. And it really is quite easy with the help of our Administrative Assistant Susan Ernst. Host responsibilities are
mainly three things:
1. Select a suitable venue. NYSACCME has a Conference Host Handbook to assist you with the various minimums that we need in order to hold a conference at a particular location.
2. Select a theme. Some popular themes in the past have been Suicide, Homicide, Fire Deaths, MVA Fatalities,
and Water Related Deaths. Variations on themes are always welcome and case studies can always be woven
into the mix.
3. Cultivate a speaker/presenter list. This is probably the most time consuming as there is much back and forth
between the host and potential presenter. Once you have a date and a theme, all that is needed is a yes or
no from a presenter. Sometimes it’s a piece of cake, sometimes it can be challenging…it all depends on
your topic and your connections. That’s where NYSACCME members come into play. We have many excellent members who love to present and who are just waiting to be asked. If you need help finding speakers, we have a list of past presenters that may be some help to you. If you want to present yourself, GREAT!!
Once those three things are in place, then working with Susan and moving forward, it’s a piece of cake. She handles
all the minutiae with the hotel regarding meals, rooms, and conference space. As of this writing, we will be looking
for a host for Fall 2017, September 15-17. Won’t you consider taking your turn at hosting a conference? Just let
Susan or anyone of the Officer or Directors know of your intentions and we’ll get you set up. Thanks in advance for
taking an active role in your organization!

SAVE THE DATES

SUBJECT TO
CHANGE

Fall 2015 Conference – September 18-20 - Fairport
Spring 2016 Conference - March 18-20 - Watkins Glen
Fall 2016 Conference – September 16-18 - Ellicottville
Spring 2017 Conference - March 17-19 - Syracuse

SUBJECT TO
CHANGE

ELECTRONIC DEATH CERTIFICATE REGISTRATION SYSTEM—EDRS
A STERN SUGGESTION FROM YOUR PRESIDENT: If you think you’re going to bypass this new way of completing and filing death certificates, you’re sorely mistaken. EDRS is not a pipe dream…IT IS HERE! It’s important
enough to repeat the information again in this Newsletter. By the time you read this it will have been rolled out in
several test areas throughout the State. This roll-out began June 1, and by the time you read this…members of the
NYS Funeral Directors Association is the only group which has received any kind of training for EDRS. I urge you
to sign up for the NYSACCME FALL Conference if for no other reason but to attend the Friday, September 18 session from 7-9 pm, presented by the NYS Bureau of Vital Records. If you are a Funeral Director, this will be another
opportunity to try and grasp this new program. If you are a Coroner or Medical Examiner this will be the first opportunity to learn about how to do “our part” of the certificate. I urge you to invite all of your County Coroners
and Medical Examiner friends/colleagues to not only attend this Fall’s Conference, but in particular the Friday night
session. There will be no additional charge for Friday’s session. I do suggest, however, that if you’re planning on
staying for conference, you register early as the Woodcliff is a fabulous property and will fill up quick. This MAY be
your only opportunity to be introduced to EDRS in NY other than a proposed State-wide conference call so please
register TODAY! Scott Schmidt, NYSACCME President
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True or False? Only the wealthy can make
a significant gift to NYSACCME.
FALSE! Interestingly, the
wealthy are less likely than
others to give. Many of our
supporters are not wealthy,
but are interested in making a
sizeable donation to support
NYSACCME and it’s efforts
in Medico-Legal Death Investigation Education. But to be
practical, they must maintain
their current income and cash
flow levels. They want to
give, but aren’t sure how to
give wisely. A planned gift to

NYSACCME is a wonderful
way to make a difference in
the Educational efforts of
your organization while also
enhancing your own financial
and estate plans. Bequests,
trusts, gifts of life insurance,
and retirement assets—these
giving vehicles can benefit you
regardless of your level of
wealth. And, with a planned
gift, you will have the satisfaction of knowing that you have
truly made a difference in the

future of Forensic Science.
Why not remember NYSACCME in your will or estate
planning or with an outright
donation now, to ensure that
your interests in NYSACCME
will endure through the years.
Your attorney and/or financial
advisor can help you with the
options available to you. NYSACCME is a Not-for-Profit
Organization and your gift is
tax deductible. Thank you.

SUNSHINE FUND
NYSACCME has a special pool of money called the Sunshine Fund. It is money raised in a special raffle following the
dinner meeting on Saturday night of Conference weekends. The items which are raffled off are donated by NYSACCME members in order to raise money for special things. These special things are meant to provide some sunshine
into the lives of our members when circumstances are less than normal. The sunshine fund is used to send memorial
donations to various charities when a death occurs to one of our members or someone in their families. The fund is
used to send a fruit basket to someone who’s been ill, had surgery, been stricken with a sudden illness or is need of an
unexpected pick-me-up. The sunshine fund is also used to be a means of a congratulatory offering if one of our
‘family’ has achieved a milestone or significant happening. The sunshine fund is used for ALL MEMBERS of NYSACCME. The fund is managed one of our Special Board Members, Joan Burke representing the Organ/Tissue Donation
Community. She arranges for whatever to be sent to the recipient based on the information we receive regarding the
situation at hand. She cannot do her job unless we know about people in need. SHE NEEDS YOU to contact any NYSACCME Officer, Director or Susan Ernst to alert us to the need. This is such an important function behind the
scenes and is one of the special ways in which NYSACCME is more like a family than just an organization. Please remember to bring something to raffle off in September to help with the Sunshine Fund. Perhaps something unique to
your region, perhaps something which is unique, or perhaps just a gift certificate. We’ve had some outstanding offerings at the last few conferences and our fund activity has also increased because of the great communication which has
been going on between the membership and Joan. Keep up the good work!

THANK YOU
Center for Donation and Transplant
Lion’s Eye Bank
AIT Labs
…for your sponsorship at our Spring 2015 CONFERENCE
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Sponsorship Opportunities
NYSACCME has been extremely fortunate over the past years to have had some very generous sponsors.
These business and organizations have given freely to either whole or in part, cover the expenses of
parts of the conference over and above what the registration fees cover. It would be wonderful to add
more names to the pool of sponsors so we don’t ‘burn-out’ our current benefactors. There is always an
opportunity to help defray the costs of breakfasts, breaks, cocktail hours, wine with dinner, and hospitality time. Please ask around and indicate that NYSACCME is a 501 (c) (3) organization and that any donation is tax deductible. It’s as easy as asking the question, “…would you like to help sponsor our Biannual Educational Conference?” With conference production costs going up before our eyes on a
regular basis, and in order to try to remain constant with registration fees, we can use all the help we
can get. If you have any prospective sponsors for Conference, please contact Susan Ernst with their
name and contact information at the NYSACCME office: 585-589-5410.

NYSACCME TO OFFER CORONER 101

In a continual effort to provide newly elected Coroners (as well as seasoned veterans) with some basic knowledge
of Medicolegal Death Investigation, NYSACCME will be putting on a Coroner 101 class on Friday, March 18,
2016 as part of the Spring Educational Conference to be held in Watkins Glenn, NY. This class is designed to
provide information needed to assist you in proper death scene investigation, determining cause and manner of
death, properly completing a death certificate, various legal issues and talking with the media…just to mention a
few. There will be a separate Coroner 101 Registration Form which needs to be submitted with your registration
fee which includes Breakfast, Breaks and Lunch. More details will follow, but if you are a new Coroner or someone who has been an ME or Coroner for many years, attending this class will assist you with handling your first
case or refreshing some information which you may have forgotten. Encourage your County Leaders to send any
and all of your Coroners who have never taken this class. It is a worthwhile investment for the County to make
in one of their Public Officials. It also is the only opportunity offered in NYS providing newly elected Coroners
education in the area of Medicolegal Death Investigation and basic Forensic Science.

Looking ahead to Spring 2016 Conference
“DEATH BY FIRE”
Hosted by Blanche A. Borzell, MD, Schuyler County Chief Coroner and NYSACCME 2nd VP
Schuyler County welcomes conference attendees of NYSACCME once again to the Watkins Glen Harbor
Hotel for the Spring 2016 Conference weekend held on March 19th and 20th. The theme of the Conference is an in-depth look at fire-related fatalities. The New York State Academy of Fire Science is just down
the road in Montour Falls, NY. It is a unique facility which trains firemen from all over the state in many
different fire-related issues. Instrumental in helping put the Conference together is William J. McGovern,
Jr., Deputy Chief of the New York State Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services. (By coincidence, both of his parents are long-time members of NYSACCME.) Bill will educate us on the New York
State Burn Injury Reporting Law.
Lectures concerning Chemical Suicide and the Fire & Death Investigation Process will be presented. Dr.
Elayne J. Pope, a well-known forensic anthropologist from Norfolk, Virginia, will give a 4-hour block of talks
on the effects of fire on human remains, an area in which she is considered a national expert.
A highlight of the Conference will be a live demonstration of how fast a fire can spread, without the use
of accelerants. This live burn exercise will be held at the NYS Fire Academy campus which houses the only
laboratory of its kind in New York State. Fire pattern recognition will also be demonstrated.
Some of our favorite speakers will be at the Conference as well. Look forward to seeing everyone in
Watkins Glen!
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS TO BECOMING A MEMBER OF NYSACCME?
Reduction in Conference Registration Fees
Accreditation from NYSACCME in Medico-Legal Death Investigation
Creditability when involved in court cases
Endless networking opportunities with colleagues and other professionals
Learn from top-flight speakers presenting cutting edge topics and techniques
A resource for questions and information regarding every day cases to that complex one of a kind
case that leaves you grasping for straws
The opportunity to raise awareness in your own community by gaining knowledge and technique
that can be passed on to others who don’t know
To become an advocate for the Forensic Sciences
Continuing Education Credits for Medico-Legal Death Investigators, Physicians,
Funeral Directors, on occasion Attorneys
OUR MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO:
Elected and appointed County Coroners and appointed Medical Examiners and their deputies
Officers and members of organizations where there is significant interaction with
NYSACCME
Persons who have significantly advanced the causes of forensic sciences
Sworn law enforcement officers involved in death investigations, and official investigators for Medical Examiners
Licensed Funeral Directors, Embalmers, Undertakers
Retired/Emeritus (former members, no longer in office due to retirement)
Students
Membership is effective from January to December. Yearly membership dues are made payable
to NYSACCME. Applications are available on our website: www.nysaccme.org

NYSACCME MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission and Goals of the
State of NY, as well as County
NYSACCME are to assist in
and Local governments for the
advancement of Forensic Scideath investigators. By organizence and its application to
ing Coroners and Medical Exdeath investigation by providing aminers throughout the State,
education to those who interact we support promulgation of
during a death investigation.
standards for death investigaWe strive for the improvement tion. We hope to maintain a
of quality in death investiga- FYI
greater quality of death investitions in NY State and the adgation by accrediting our memvancement of support by the
bership via training, and we
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strive to assist with the writing
of new laws and/or changing of
old laws by maintaining liaison
with legislative bodies, representatives, and the State DOH. We
are ACTIVISTS for Forensic
Science.
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