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True or False? Only the wealthy can make
a significant gift to NYSACCME.
FALSE! Interestingly, the
wealthy are less likely than
others to give. Many of our
supporters are not wealthy,
but are interested in making
a sizeable donation to support NYSACCME and it’s
efforts in Medico-Legal
Death Investigation Education. But to be practical,
they must maintain their current income and cash flow
levels. They want to give,
but aren’t sure how to give
wisely. A planned gift to
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NYSACCME is a wonderful
way to make a difference in
the Educational efforts of
your organization while also
enhancing your own financial and estate plans. Bequests, trusts, gifts of life
insurance, and retirement
assets—these giving vehicles
can benefit you regardless of
your level of wealth. And,
with a planned gift, you will
have the satisfaction of
knowing that you have truly
made a difference in the fu-
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ture of Forensic Science.
Why not remember NYSACCME in your will or estate
planning or with an outright
donation now, to ensure that
your interests in NYSACCME will endure through the
years. Your attorney and/or
financial advisor can help you
with the options available to
you. NYSACCME is a Notfor-Profit Organization and
your gift is tax deductible.
Thank you.
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Show me the
manner in which
a nation or community cares for
its dead and I
will measure
with mathematical exactness
the tender
sympathies of
its people, their
respect for the
law of the land
and their loyalty
to high ideals.
Gladstone
NYSACCME
4721 Pine Hill Road
Albion, NY 14411
(585) 589-5410
www.nysaccme.org
nysaccme@
rochester.rr.com
Susan J. Ernst
Administrative
Assistant

This past February, the NYSACCME
family lost one of our own. Our 1st Vice
President, Dr. Blanche Borzell, passed
away on February 9th while courageously fighting a new cancer in her
body. Blanche was a voice of reason
and common sense and would sit quietly and listen to the Board quibble of
issues while she formulated a response
to the issue at hand. When the call for
further comment was made, then she
would quietly speak her peace…more
often than not, persuading the group to
step back, think about the issue, and
move forward in a direction that would
be in the best interest of NYSACCME.
Her opinion was nothing fancy, without much fanfare, but with reason, wisdom and practicality. As her niece Helen Franzese said during her eulogy at
Blanche’s Funeral Mass, “She always
did the right thing-morally, ethically,
and with best regard for any individual
under her care.” I’d add, “…individual
or organization under her care.” NYSACCME was indeed under her care…
as were all of us. She felt, as I have always felt that NYSACCME was a special
family which not only cared about each
other, but cared for the reputation and
integrity of Medical Examiners and
Coroners. She coined the phrase, “As
members of NYSACCME, we are advocates for Forensic Science.” As a mentor, you could feel the pride she had
when she would bring a Medical Stu-

dent to our Educational Conferences.
She absolutely loved being a Physician and also loved being a Coroner.
She rarely missed a Board meeting
and rarely was absent at our biannual conferences. She ALWAYS sat
in the first two rows during lecture
and would always be attentive and
ask questions of the presenters. She
was genuinely interested, and genuinely cared because she was one of
the most genuine people I have ever
met. As a faithful person, she NEVER
missed Mass on Saturday during conference weekend. She loved her God
and her faith was ever present. One
of the submissions on the obituary
condolence page sums it up nicely.
“Pray not because you need something, but because you have much to
thank God for.” I thank God for the
friendship of Dr. Blanche Borzell and
for the time I was fortunate enough to
spend with her personally as a friend
and NYSACCME family member, but
also as a professional colleague and
recipient of wisdom, strength and
years of practical
experience.
Rest in Peace,
Blanche.
Scott M. Schmidt,
CFSP, D-ABMDI
PresidentNYSACCME

Fall 2019 Conference
September 20 - 22
Hyatt House, Fishkill, NY
The Hudson Valley in the Fall - what a Spectacular Sight!

CONFERENCE HOSTS: Dutchess County Office of the Medical Examiner
"The Good, The Bad and The Elderly"
The largest growing segment of society is over the age of 60 years. The number of Americans ages 65 and
older is rapidly increasing and is projected to more than double from 46 million to over 98 million by
2060. Long gone are the days when a person over the age 55 can be presumed to have died of heart disease. Issues normally associated with the young, i.e. substance use and abuse are found in this population
as well as the expected medical concerns in the aging population. This conference will explore both natural and non-natural death investigations and attendees will leave with a better understanding of the medicolegal issues associated with deaths within this population as well as cause of death determination in the
elderly.

(previously known as Sierre Suites)

100 Westage Business Center Drive
Fishkill, NY 12524
From the west (Buffalo/Syracuse): I-81 South. Take NY-17 East to US 9 North in Fishkill. Take exit 13 from
I-84 East
From the east (Albany): Take NY-17 East to US 9 North in Fishkill. Take exit 13 from I-84 East
From the south (Binghamton/Oneonta): Take NY-17 East to US 9 North in Fishkill. Take exit 13 from I-84
East
From the south (NYC): Palisades Interstate Parkway North to US 202 East/US 6 East in Highlands. Take NY
9D North, Fishkill Road and US 9 North to your destination.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS TO BECOMING A MEMBER OF NYSACCME?
Reduction in Conference Registration Fees
Accreditation from NYSACCME in Medico-Legal Death Investigation
Creditability when involved in court cases
Endless networking opportunities with colleagues and other professionals
Learn from top-flight speakers presenting cutting edge topics and techniques
A resource for questions and information regarding every day cases to that complex one of a kind
case that leaves you grasping for straws
The opportunity to raise awareness in your own community by gaining knowledge and technique
that can be passed on to others who don’t know
To become an advocate for the Forensic Sciences
Continuing Education Credits for Medico-Legal Death Investigators, Physicians,
Funeral Directors, on occasion Attorneys
OUR MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO:
Elected and appointed County Coroners and appointed Medical Examiners and their deputies
Officers and members of organizations where there is significant interaction with
NYSACCME
Persons who have significantly advanced the causes of forensic sciences
Sworn law enforcement officers involved in death investigations, and official investigators for Medical Examiners
Licensed Funeral Directors, Embalmers, Undertakers
Retired/Emeritus (former members, no longer in office due to retirement)
Students
Membership is effective from January to December. Yearly membership dues are made payable
to NYSACCME. Applications are available on our website: www.nysaccme.org

NYSACCME MISSION STATEMENT

NYSACCME SEEKING MEMBER of American Academy of Family Physicians

The Mission and Goals of the
State of NY, as well as County
NYSACCME are to assist in
and Local governments for the
advancement of Forensic Scideath investigators. By organizence and its application to
ing Coroners and Medical Exdeath investigation by providing aminers throughout the State,
education to those who interact we support promulgation of
during a death investigation.
standards for death investigaWe strive for the improvement tion. We hope to maintain a
of quality in death investiga- FYI
greater quality of death investitions in NY State and the adgation by accrediting our memvancement of support by the
bership via training, and we

Our association is in need of a Physician who belongs to AAFP that would be interested
in taking on a special role in NYSACCME as the Coordinator of AAFP CEUs that we offer at our Spring and Fall Conferences. A complete schedule of presenters and topic descriptions are provided that need to be submitted to AAFP for their application process
to approve our AAFP Prescribed Credits. This process takes place in April for the Fall
Conference and October for the Spring Conference. If interested, please contact the NYSACCME Office, nysaccme@rochester.rr.com or Scott Schmidt, President,
sschmidt6278@yahoo.com.
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strive to assist with the writing
of new laws and/or changing of
old laws by maintaining liaison
with legislative bodies, representatives, and the State DOH.
We are ACTIVISTS for Forensic Science.
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BOARD MEMBER & OFFICER ELECTIONS
An election will be held at the Fall 2019 Conference at the Business Meeting on Saturday, September 21st to fill
Board of Directors (4-yr term) and Officers (2-yr term) position. The Special Appointments (2-yr term) of Board
members representing the Medical Investigators and the Organ Procurement Organizations as well as the Funeral
Service Industry will also be up for appointments or re-appointments. Candidate must be a sitting elected or appointed Coroner or Medical Examiner and an active member of NYSACCME for a minimum of one (1) year.
The Board meets four (4) times a year, once on the Friday preceding each conference in the Spring and Fall and two
other times in January and June at the Onondaga County Medical Examiner’s Office in Syracuse.
The Board of NYSACCME is a special family within a family of NYSACCME members and have always put the best
interest of the organization in the forefront of any issue that has come before it. They are a dynamic group of individuals who aren’t afraid to share ideas, to suggest new things, and to disagree politely and professionally when something controversial comes up for discussion. If a Board member misses more than two (2) consecutive meetings
without giving notice to Susan or the President, they can be removed from office per the By-Laws. This has happened twice during President Schmidt’s tenure as he wants an active and an engaged Board.

LOOKING AHEAD TO… Spring 2020 Conference
“WATER RECREATION INJURIES AND DEATHS”
HOSTED BY: Oswego County Coroner’s Office
The NYSACCME Spring 2020 Conference will be held on March 20-22 at the rustic Tailwater Lodge in
Altmar, NY.
Presented in the conference will be various topics on casualties associated with a multitude of water
sports, some traditional and some downright creative. Water rescue teams, firemen and first responders
will be recruited as well to give you a totally different prospective to rescue and recovery practices employed in remote areas of Upstate New York. Variables that affect physiologic response as well as common sense will be addressed, from environmental extremes to crystal methamphetamine made in our local home laboratories. Cabot Stone, an international instructor on Wilderness Medicine will present on
some of the local hazards presented by Mother Nature herself, to include snakes, spiders and nocturnal
mammals carrying rabies.
Please mark you calendar for this conference and bring your burly boots, jeans and flannel shirts, as some
of the instruction will be outside.

Should you have a desire to run for a Board position, please send a letter indicating why you seek the position and
what you think you can bring to the organization. Include a current resume so we can learn something about you and
your current situation. Mail to Dr. Jack Prindle, Nominating Committee Chairman, 207 Joyner Road, Glen Aubrey,
NY 13777.
If you are interested in a Special Appointment representing the Medical Investigators, Organ Procurement Organizations or Funeral Service Industry, please send a letter with the same information as listed above to Scott Schmidt,
President, 4721 Pine Hill Road, Albion, NY 14411.

SUNSHINE FUND
NYSACCME has a special pool of money called the Sunshine Fund. It is money raised in a special raffle following the
dinner meeting on Saturday night of Conference weekends. The items which are raffled off are donated by NYSACCME members in order to raise money for special things. These special things are meant to provide some Sunshine
into the lives of our members when circumstances are less than normal. The Sunshine Fund is used to send memorial
donations to various charities when a death occurs to one of our members or someone in their families. The fund is
used to send a fruit basket to someone who’s been ill, had surgery, been stricken with a sudden illness or is need of
an unexpected pick-me-up. The Sunshine Fund is also used to be a means of a congratulatory offering if one of our
‘family’ has achieved a milestone or significant happening. The Sunshine Fund is used for ALL MEMBERS of NYSACCME. The fund is managed by one of our Special Board Members, Joan Burke representing the Organ/Tissue Donation Community. She arranges for whatever to be sent to the recipient based on the information we receive regarding
the situation at hand. She cannot do her job unless we know about people in need. SHE NEEDS YOU to contact any
NYSACCME Officer, Director or Susan Ernst to alert us to the need. This is such an important function behind the
scenes and is one of the special ways in which NYSACCME is more like a family than just an organization. Please remember to bring something to raffle off to the Conference to help with the Sunshine Fund. Perhaps something unique
to your region, perhaps something which is unique, or perhaps just a gift certificate. We’ve had some outstanding
offerings at the last few conferences and our fund activity has also increased because of the great communication
which has been going on between the membership and Joan. Keep up the good work!
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Coroners Store ONLINE !

THANK YOU

We are partnering with All Star Sports of Owego, NY to offer an online Coroners Store.

NMS Labs

The store will be available online from the 1st thru the 15th of each month. After the store closes on the
15th of the month your ordered items will be prepared and shipped.

… for your sponsorship at our Spring 2019 Conference

It works like this:
• Enter in your internet browser: NYSACCME.itemorder.com or go to NYSACCME website and click
on Coroners Store (ONLINE)
• DO NOT use http:// nor www
• Browse through the items
• Click on any item for details, description and options
• Simply choose the color, size, quantity and options
• The term: Medical Examiner or another title of your choosing can be substituted for the title
CORONER on garments and items. Please specify your choice of wording.
You can order and pay online with a credit card.

SAVE THE DATES
Fall 2019 Conference - September 20-22 - Fishkill
SUBJECT TO
CHANGE

Coroner 101 2020 - February 8 - Syracuse

SUBJECT TO
CHANGE

Spring 2020 Conference - March 20-22 - Altmar

Why Are You a NYSACCME Member?
Back in the day, membership in NYSACCME was thought of as an opportunity to learn a little and have a party weekend on the County nickel. With County budgets tightening and complimentary training weekend going by the wayside for
many Counties across the State, the members who came for a paid vacation weekend have either passed-on, been elected out-of-office, or have taken the attitude that if the County won’t pay for it, they don’t need it. NYSACCME itself has
cut back on expenditures to tighten its budget and has been extremely grateful to have many generous sponsors over the
years to cover coffee breaks, cocktail hours, and hospitality suites. Moreover, we have been so fortunate to have consummate professionals who lecture FOR FREE because they know the value of important and cutting edge knowledge in
our field. We have many members who remain vigilant with their training, most attending BOTH our conferences each
year, and paying for their membership and conference registration ON THEIR OWN.
We continue to attract new members by providing top-flight lectures and educational conferences with the latest and
most up-to-date information available in the areas of Medicolegal Death Investigation and Forensic Science. Assembly
Bill A5780A passed on August 21, 2017, mandating that newly elected or appointed Coroners take a basic class
providing training in Medicolegal Death Investigation. We remain the only entity in NY State providing ANY TYPE of
education in the aforementioned areas. With the new requirement regarding certification of individuals and Offices by
NAME and/or ABMDI, and with NYSACCME offering CEU credits which are accepted by ABMDI and AAFP, we expect
to see a continued growth in membership.
Please suggest to your County Leaders, that they include money in their respective budgets for training for all the
Coroners, Medical Examiners and Medicolegal Death Investigators in the County. A membership in NYSACCME can
accomplish so much and attending at least one conference a year will go far with regards to credibility and background in
any legal proceedings. Knowledge is power, but knowledge and continuing education in your respective discipline is hard
to defeat in a courtroom.
Law Enforcement, Fire and EMS personnel, morgue attendants, investigators, physicians, technicians, OPO employees
as well as people from the Legal community and anyone and everyone involved with a death investigation are eligible to
become members of NYSACCME. Perhaps join as a “group” allowing alternating people from a particular office to attend under the 'office membership umbrella'. Cost is the same for individual membership, but the ability to rotate staff to
conference is priceless.
In order to be a voting member, you must be a sitting Medical Examiner or Coroner. All other benefits remain the
same.
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The store was developed with a sampling of items which we thought might be of interest to our members. If there are item(s) that you are interested in, that do not appear in the store, you can contact Joe
Sr. at All Star Sports 607-687-4928 to check availability and request inclusion.
Remember this is a new initiative to try to meet the needs of our members, please give us feedback on
what you like and what you don't like so that we can continue to improve the process and the offering.
Thank you!

ACCREDITATION POLICY

Initial accreditation requires that each coroner/medical examiner has been in office for at least one year and an active member in good standing of NYSACCME for at least one year. Upon that one (1) year of service, 54 credits of educational accreditation are needed; 36 credits to be from NYSACCME sponsored training courses.
Every three (3) years to be reaccredited, the coroner/medical examiner needs a total of 36 credits in continuing education.
To guarantee that this training has some responsiveness to the needs of New York State at least 18 credits must be in NYSACCME sponsored training courses.
The descriptions of the categories listed are as follows:
A - NYSACCME sponsored seminar/program
B - Credit is given to sponsors from organizations, i.e. AMA, AOA, Local
Government, criminal justice training courses, or other courses with
appropriate forensic thrust as determined by the Accreditation Board.
C - Credit comes from training in any formal mechanism as approved and
evaluated by the Accreditation Board. This can include college and other
formal course work.
SEND ALL NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES to Robert F. Waltman at the address below.
If you have questions, contact: Robert F. Waltman
P.O. Box 24 Dansville, NY 14437-0247
email: quincy980@AOL.com
cell: (585) 738-3388
FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE NYSACCME WEBSITE: www.nysaccme.org
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Dr. Blanche Borzell
1945 - 2019
Watkins Glen - Dr. Blanche Borzell, of Watkins Glen, the first
female Family Practice Physician in Schuyler County, passed
away at Schuyler Hospital on February 9, 2019. She was born in
Wilkes-Barre, PA on October 14, 1945. The family moved to
Alpine, then Watkins Glen where she attended high school. This
was followed by Cornell University (B.A.) and Upstate Medical
Center (M.D.). After a residency in Family Medicine, she
opened her practice in Watkins Glen. This year would have
marked 43 years of serving the community. She was also a coroner for the county for over 30 years, serving as Chief Coroner
for over 20 of them. Additionally, she was on the Board of Directors and 1st Vice President of NYSACCME, a Diplomat of
the American Board of Family Medicine, and a Clinical Associate Professor in the Department of Family Medicine at Upstate
Medical University. But, most importantly was her role as a beloved wife, mother and grandmother.

How Sweat From the Dead Can Help Solve Opioid Mysteries
‘People are dying everywhere. We need all the tools we can get.’

Cara Tabachnick

Correspondent
for
The Daily Beast/Getty
Coroner Charles Kiessling had a problem on his hands.
He needed to determine the cause of death for a flood of opioid overdoses in his rural county in Lycoming, Pennsylvania—but he didn’t have the resources for expensive autopsies.

She is survived by her husband, Jim Robertson; children, Blanche Robertson (Saif Agha) and James Robertson;
grand children, Ali and James Agha, and Ryley, Maisie and Grayson Robertson; sisters, Kay (Amedio) Fraboni
and Angeline (Christopher) Franzese; her godchildren, Tony Fraboni and Christine Franzese, and other nieces
and nephews, Frank Fraboni, Kathy McBride and Cindy Pierce; Helen, Blanche and Angie Franzese; and Alan
and Neil Pitcairn, as well as many cousins in Pennsylvania and New York, and her close friend, Ellen Rieback.
She was predeceased by her parents, Joseph and Blanche (Karpovich) Borzell.
A special thanks and appreciation to the Staff of Schuyler Hospital for their excellent and compassionate care.
Relatives and friends are invited to call on Wednesday, February 13, 2019 from 4-7 pm at Vedder and Scott Funeral Home, 122 N. Genesee St., Montour Falls. A Mass of Christian Burial will be offered on Thursday, Febru-

So Kiessling turned to a new oral swab technology developed by Steel Fusion Laboratories, a forensic
laboratory based in Monseen, PA. The new technology solves a two-part problem for coroners: It enables an accurate, cost-effective, and quick way to determine if the death was due to a drug overdose or
some other cause, allowing death investigators to prioritize their investigations.
Prior to the oral testing, the office would have to wait months for toxicology results.
“This technology has saved us thousands of dollars of every year,” Kiessling told The Daily Beast.
Kiessling had been searching for ways to manage his office’s $260,000 budget to process more than
400 cases annually. In 2017, there were 38 deaths from opioid overdoses, and in 2018, there were 27
deaths. If Kiessling had to process a full-blown autopsy for each overdose, it would siphon money and
time from other investigations the office needs to complete.

ary 14, 2019 at 11:00 am at St. Mary's of the Lake Church, 905 N. Decatur St., Watkins Glen. Burial will be in
Holy Cross Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made in her memory to the Schuyler Health Foundation, 220 Steuben Street, Montour Falls, NY 14865. To leave the family a message of condolence, or to light a

Instead of ordering expensive toxicology tests ranging from $900 to $3,000 a time, they’re using a cotton swab similar to a Q-tip. Kiessling collects oral fluid from the inside of the deceased’s mouth, seals
the swab inside a collection device with a tube, and sends it in a bio bag along with the chain of custody
to the Steel Fusion laboratory.

"Candle of Remembrance", please visit www.vedderandscottfuneralhome.com
Published in Star-Gazette on Feb. 11, 2019

Within 48 hours and for about $300 dollars, the lab measures the levels of drugs in the system, allowing a coroner to determine a cause of death.
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It’s not a totally new technology.

Alternatively, he can direct his attention to unusual death findings.

Scientists at Intelligent Fingerprinting, a Cambridge-based drug detection company, coordinated with
three British counties participating in a pilot program to determine if their company’s sweat-based drug
technology worked.

Previously, coroners from Kiessling’s office would have had to travel almost two hours to Allentown in
eastern Pennsylvania, the closest forensic facility, where an autopsy can be performed.

Their premise: to use drops of sweat from cadavers’ fingers to determine if drugs were found in their
systems. The coroners could legally perform the simple and inexpensive test without having to spend
the time and funds to go through their court system and file for an inquest. If there was a positive drug
result, the coroner could then embark on further investigation.
The technique caught on after the investigations into the British serial killer Dr. Harold Shipman in the
late 1990s. Shipman was using opioids to kill his elderly patients and then signing a death certificate
saying they had died natural deaths. After he was found guilty of murdering 215 people, coroners needed easily accessible tools to investigate suspicious deaths. In 2017, 85,552 post-mortem examinations
were ordered by coroners in the United Kingdom, and missed opportunities in overworked coroner offices can be common.
Chemist David Russell, a professor at the University of East Anglia, first developed the technology after
years of research into detecting drugs in fingerprint samples. By using drops of sweat collected from the
fingers of cadavers, coroners can determine if there is a positive result for four drugs: cannabis, cocaine,
opiates, and amphetamines.
Once drops of sweat, which are invisible to the naked eye, are collected from the fingerprints, the moisture, often less than a pinhead, is pressed onto a plastic cartridge about the size of a credit card which is
then sealed with a tamper-evident cover that can’t be reopened. The cartridge is then placed into a reader the size of a desktop telephone and within 10 minutes the results appear. Each cartridge costs approximately $15 and drug results from 75 cadavers tested by the three coroner offices were more than
93-percent accurate, according to a 2018 study in the Journal of Analytical Toxicology.

“Kiessling collects oral fluid from the inside of the deceased’s mouth,
seals the swab inside a collection device with a tube, and sends it.
Within 48 hours and for about $300 dollars, the coroner can determine a cause of death.”
“Using this early information can help coroners to determine to progresses the way they will assess
these deaths,” Dr. Paul Yates, the medical director for Intelligent Fingerprinting, told The Daily Beast.
In Steel Fusion’s case, coroners from throughout Pennsylvania participated in a controlled study
demonstrating that in the 34 cadavers tested, 32 had detectable drugs found within their oral fluid.
“People are dying everywhere,” said Kiessling, who has seen cases into his office double during the 20
years he’s been coroner. “We need all the tools we can get.”
Steel Fusion is the only laboratory in the U.S. to collect oral fluid from decedents. They developed the
methodology and started distributing the kits in 2016, with Columbiana County, Ohio, the first to sign
on, “We are saving taxpayers thousands of dollars while helping coroners solve cases,” said lab supervisor Autumn Miller.
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“It costs more than $2,000 per autopsy,” Kiessling explained. “We must transport the deceased nearly
150 miles to the forensic pathologist to have the autopsy completed. This requires at least one of my
staff along with law enforcement officers to be out of the area for the entire day.”
Each forensic autopsy includes a forensic pathologist, autopsy assistant, law enforcement photographer, criminal investigator, and the coroner.
Kiessling is at the forefront of coroners utilizing technological innovations to conduct death investigations—in particular drug overdoses—bypassing costly autopsies or formal inquests, which can be hampered by a thicket of rules and regulations.
Of the 2.6 million annual deaths in the United States, medical examiners and coroners investigate
500,000 violent deaths in 2,400 jurisdictions, the National Science and Technology Council found in a
2016 report. While the number of opioid overdoses have risen in the United States, in March 2019 the
CDC released a report showing fentanyl deaths soaring, the professionals investigating these deaths
have not.
At best the country had half the number of forensic pathologists needed when the opioid crisis hit, according to medical examiner Jonathan L. Arden, president of the National Association of Medical Examiners.
“It is not just rural coroners offices struggling, large medical examiner offices aren’t doing autopsies for
drug overdoses because they simply can’t process the bodies,” Arden said.

Not only are coroners overwhelmed by the onslaught of decedents, they're not sure how to handle these
concerns.

“It is not just rural coroners offices struggling, large medical examiner offices aren’t doing autopsies for drug overdoses because they
simply can’t process the bodies.”
— Jonathan L. Arden, National Association of Medical Examiners.
“With fentanyl and various high-powered analogs of that drug being prevalent, first responders, including coroners, are put at risk when coming into contact with the remains of someone who we may not
know had overdosed on these drugs,” Essex County N.Y. Coroner Francis W. Whitelaw, told The Daily
Beast via email.
“A quick screen from a fingertip may help reduce that risk.”
The conflict, however, is making sure that oral fluids or sweat from a cadaver can properly ascertain the
correct drug test results. Critics contend that while new technology can be beneficial using any other
route besides an autopsy can provide misleading information, possibly overlooking other causes of
death or a wrongful determination.
“Are we missing anything by using this technology?” Kiessling said. “Probably on some cases—but we
are doing best we can on our budget.”
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