
With the passage of  the Mandatory 
Training Bill for new Coroners, 
NYSACCME was elevated among 
the go-to agencies within State gov-
ernment.  NYSACCME Officers, 
Board Members and you the mem-
bership are looked upon differently 
at the State level with the passage 
of  the aforementioned Bill into law.  
We are now, more than ever, being 
consulted for our stance on various 
legislative issues and we are the 
leaders in training for Coroners and 
Medical Examiners in the State of  
New York.  Our Coroner 101 class 
was held in Syracuse in February 
and featured members of  NYSAC-
CME presenting topics to an audi-
ence of  50+ individual looking to 
meet the legislative requirement, 
but also looking to further their 
knowledge of  Medicolegal Death 
Investigation and Forensic Science.  
I can’t thank our member-
presenters enough for the fantastic 
job each one of  them did individu-
ally and together as a whole.  It was 
a proud day for NYSACCME!  My 
vision for this training moving for-
ward is to rotate in other members 
of  NYSACCME as presenters in 
order to provide varying perspec-
tives on the same topics and to 

keep the faculty and program fresh.  
I know many of  you have ex-
pressed interest in presenting, and I 
would ask that if  you are still inter-
ested in doing so to send me an 
email at sschmidt6278@yahoo.com 
and let me know.  I won’t be chang-
ing everything at once, but will 
slowly change it up as we move for-
ward.  In addition, there may be 
some deletions and additions of  
topics as we start to plan next years 
Coroner 101 curriculum.  We can 
always use volunteers to help regis-
ter people at the door and to be on 
hand to lend experiential expertise 
from real-life situations.  This class 
was a great refresher as well.  So, 
next February, when the 101 Class 
is offered again in Syracuse, please 
consider joining us in any capacity!  
THANK YOU ONCE AGAIN to 
all of  you who helped put this pro-
gram together and who assisted in 
anyway to make 
it such a success.  
We have a great 
family! 
Fondly, 

Scott M. Schmidt, 
CFSP, D-ABMDI 
President 
NYSACCME  
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Show me the 
manner in which 
a nation or com-
munity cares for 

its dead and I 
will measure 

with           
mathematical  
exactness the 

tender             
sympathies of 

its people, their   
respect for the 
law of the land 

and their loyalty 
to high ideals. 
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FALL 2018 CONFERENCE - SEPTEMBER 21-23, 2018  

President’s Message by  Scott M. Schmidt, CFSP 

Chief Coroner—Orleans County, New York 

True or False?  Only the wealthy can make  

a significant gift to NYSACCME. 

FALSE! Interestingly, the 
wealthy are less likely than 
others to give.  Many of our 
supporters are not wealthy, 
but are interested in making 
a sizeable donation to sup-
port NYSACCME and it’s 
efforts in Medico-Legal 
Death Investigation Educa-
tion.  But to be practical, 
they must maintain their cur-
rent income and cash flow 
levels.  They want to give, 
but aren’t sure how to give 
wisely.  A planned gift to 

NYSACCME is a wonderful 
way to make a difference in 
the Educational efforts of 
your organization while also 
enhancing your own finan-
cial and estate plans.  Be-
quests, trusts, gifts of life 
insurance, and retirement 
assets—these giving vehicles 
can benefit you regardless of 
your level of wealth.  And, 
with a planned gift, you will 
have the satisfaction of 
knowing that you have truly 
made a difference in the fu-

ture of Forensic Science.  
Why not remember NYSAC-
CME in your will or estate 
planning or with an outright 
donation now, to ensure that 
your interests in NYSAC-
CME will endure through the 
years.  Your attorney and/or 
financial advisor can help you 
with the options available to 
you.    NYSACCME is a Not-
for-Profit Organization and 
your gift is tax deductible.  
Thank you.  

MOVING FORWARD 

mailto:sschmidt6278@yahoo.com
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS TO BECOMING A MEMBER OF NYSACCME? 
Reduction in Conference Registration Fees 
Accreditation from NYSACCME in Medico-Legal Death Investigation 
Creditability when involved in court cases 
Endless networking opportunities with colleagues and other professionals 
Learn from top-flight speakers presenting cutting edge topics and techniques 
A resource for questions and information regarding every day cases to that complex one of a kind 

case that leaves you grasping for straws 
The opportunity to raise awareness in your own community by gaining knowledge and technique 

that can be passed on to others who don’t know 
To become an advocate for the Forensic Sciences 
Continuing Education Credits for Medico-Legal Death Investigators, Physicians,  
 Funeral Directors, on occasion Attorneys 

 
OUR MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO: 
Elected and appointed County Coroners and appointed Medical Examiners and their deputies 
Officers and members of organizations where there is significant interaction with  
 NYSACCME 
Persons who have significantly advanced the causes of forensic sciences 
Sworn law enforcement officers involved in death investigations, and official investigators for Medi-

cal Examiners 
Licensed Funeral Directors, Embalmers, Undertakers 
Retired/Emeritus (former members, no longer in office due to retirement) 
Students 
 

Membership is effective from January to December.  Yearly membership dues are made payable 
to NYSACCME.  Applications are available on our website: www.nysaccme.org  

FYI 

State of NY, as well as County 

and Local governments for the 

death investigators.  By organiz-

ing Coroners and Medical Ex-

aminers throughout the State, 

we support promulgation of 

standards for death investiga-

tion.  We hope to maintain a 

greater quality of death investi-

gation by accrediting our mem-

bership via training, and we 

The Mission and Goals of the 

NYSACCME are to assist in 

advancement of Forensic Sci-

ence and its application to 

death investigation by providing 

education to those who interact  

during a death investigation.  

We strive for the improvement 

of quality in death investiga-

tions in NY State and the ad-

vancement of support by the 

strive to assist with the writing 

of new laws and/or changing of 

old laws by maintaining liaison 

with legislative bodies, represen-

tatives, and the State DOH. We 

are ACTIVISTS for Forensic 

Science. 

NYSACCME MISSION STATEMENT 

Fall 2018 Conference takes us back to beautiful rural Sullivan County. 

Our theme is “The Cyber Side of Death”.  Technology is all around us!  Virtually every case we handle has a cell 
phone!  Looking for next of kin, creating a time line for last known contact, and so much more!  Cell phone cam-
eras, security camera footage, social media posts, internet communications, text messaging, email and so on!  Big 
Brother is watching and we need to know how to be his friend! 
We have some very interesting local cases to present.  Sullivan County District Attorney James Farrell and Detec-

tive Steven D'Agata, Liberty, NY Police Department, will present the death of Malcolm Perry, a drug overdose 

death with the dealer prosecuted under Federal Statute.  Orange County District Attorney David Hoovler will 

present the Homicide of Justin Speights, a young volunteer firefighter stabbed to death breaking up a fight on 

New Year’s Eve.  Both cases were solved with cyber technology (cell phone) evidence.  New York State Police 

Computer Crimes Investigator Christopher Jones will give us some insight as to what evidence can be found via 

technology and how to access and preserve the chain of custody.  Investigator Ronald Brunelli from Onondaga 

County Medical Examiner’s Office will present several cases involving teen suicide and bullying with social media 

investigation.  We have presentations by noted Retired New York City Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Michael M. 

Baden, Retired Delaware Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Richard F. Callery and Hal G. Brown, Retired Deputy Di-

rector Delaware OCME.  Following the winter’s media frenzy with the “Flu Epidemic”, our own Sullivan County 

Coroner Albee Bockman will be presenting “Flu Boy” a recent case with Westchester County Chief Medical Ex-

aminer Dr. Kunjlata Ashar.  Last, but not least, NYSDOH will be providing an overview on NYVDRS and NYS-

FDA will be presenting on Grief Support. 

Sullivan County has so much to offer.  The “Fall Foliage Show” will be in full swing, our most colorful season 

and this conference will be at the “Peak” of the season.  Our conference will be held at the Ramada at The Sulli-

van Event Center in Rock Hill alongside State Route 17.  We will be in the shadow of the Resorts World Catskills 

Casino, New York’s newest casino venue and only a few miles from YO1 Wellness Center and Spa.  A short fif-

teen minute ride takes you past Monticello Raceway to Bethel Woods Center for the Arts at the site of the 

“Woodstock Festival”.  The Museum at Bethel Woods rivals the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and would be worth 

coming a day early to take the “Tour of the Holy Grail of Music Venues”.  Sullivan County has Distillery’s, Brew-

ery’s and Vineyard’s, the Monticello Motor Club, as well as the Scenic Delaware River Corridor, a host of Golf 

Courses, world class trout fishing and so much more.  You can see more of Sullivan County’s sights at the Sulli-

van County Visitor’s Association website www.SCVA.net. Please consider spending an extra day in Sullivan 

County, it’s worth the trip! 

We hope you will join us for an educational weekend, fellowship and some fun. 

Fall 2018 Conference 

September 21-23 
Ramada at The Sullivan Event Center 

Rock Hill, New York 
CONFERENCE HOSTS:  Sullivan County Coroners 

DIRECTIONS: 

Ramada Rock Hill At Sullivan Center, 283 Rock Hill Dr, Rock Hill, NY  

From the West: take I-390 south/Genesee Expy toward Corning. 390 become NY-17 E./Southern Tier Expy. 

Follow toward New York, exit 109 Rock Hill/Woodridge. Take left to Katrina Falls Road and right onto Rock 

Hill Drive. 

From the North: take US 11 N to US 11 S,  to I 81 South toward Syracuse,  take US 17 North, exit 109 Rock 

Hill/Woodridge. Take left to Katrina Falls Road and right onto Rock Hill Drive. 

http://www.nysaccme.org
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LOOKING AHEAD TO... Spring 2019 Conference 

"Toxicology and Drug Related Deaths" 
 

HOSTED BY:  Capital District Coroners and Rensselaer County Medical Examiner 
 

The NYSACCME Spring 2019 Conference will be held on March 15-17, at the historic 
Otesaga Resort Hotel in Cooperstown, NY.   
 
Presented at the conference will be a variety of topics to include issues in risk manage-
ment, chemical poisoning and exposures and interpretation of medications found at the 
scene or levels detected in the body.  Speakers will include the eminent and impres-
sive Dr. Richard Callery, members of the staff at Albany College of Pharmacy and a 
guest speaker from the NMS laboratory.  Dr. Sikirica will also lecture on the medical 
consequences of drug abuse with attention to potential infectious diseases and their 
risks to coroners and medical examiners.  Full schedule of speakers and topics will be 
available in the next issue of The Post.  
 
Mark your calendar and join us for a great conference weekend at The Otesaga Resort 
Hotel. 

Coroners Store ONLINE ! 
 

We are partnering with All Star Sports of Owego, NY to offer an online Coroners Store. 

 

The store will be available online from the 1st thru the 15th of each month starting in November.  After the store 

closes on the 15th of the month your ordered items will be prepared and shipped. 

 

It works like this: 

 Enter in your internet browser:  NYSACCME.itemorder.com or go to NYSACCME website and click on      

  Coroners Store (ONLINE)  

 DO NOT use http:// nor www 

 Browse through the items 

 Click on any item for details, description and options 

 Simply choose the color, size, quantity and options 

 The term: Medical Examiner or another title of your choosing can be substituted for the title: CORONER on  

  garments and items. Please specify your choice of wording. 
  You can order and pay online with a credit card. 

 

The store was developed with a sampling of items which we thought might be of interest to our members. If there 

are item(s) that you are interested in, that do not appear in the store, you can contact Joe Sr. at All Star Sports 607-

687-4928 to check availability and request inclusion. 

 

Remember this is a new initiative to try to meet the needs of our members, please give us feedback on what you 

like and what you don't like so that we can continue to improve the process and the offering. 

 

Thank you! 

SUNSHINE FUND 
NYSACCME has a special pool of money called the Sunshine Fund.  It is money raised in a special raffle following the 
dinner meeting on Saturday night of Conference weekends.  The items which are raffled off are donated by NYSAC-
CME members in order to raise money for special things.  These special things are meant to provide some Sunshine 
into the lives of our members when circumstances are less than normal.  The Sunshine Fund is used to send memorial 
donations to various charities when a death occurs to one of our members or someone in their families.  The fund is 
used to send a fruit basket to someone who’s been ill, had surgery, been stricken with a sudden illness or is need of 
an unexpected pick-me-up.  The Sunshine Fund is also used to be a means of a congratulatory offering if one of our 
‘family’ has achieved a milestone or significant happening.  The Sunshine Fund is used for ALL MEMBERS of NYSAC-
CME.  The fund is managed one of our Special Board Members, Joan Burke representing the Organ/Tissue Donation 
Community.  She arranges for whatever to be sent to the recipient based on the information we receive regarding the 
situation at hand.  She cannot do her job unless we know about people in need.  SHE NEEDS YOU to contact any 
NYSACCME Officer, Director or Susan Ernst to alert us to the need.  This is such an important function behind the 
scenes and is one of the special ways in which NYSACCME is more like a family than just an organization.  Please re-
member to bring something to raffle off to the Conference to help with the Sunshine Fund.  Perhaps something unique 
to your region, perhaps something which is unique, or perhaps just a gift certificate.  We’ve had some outstanding 
offerings at the last few conferences and our fund activity has also increased because of the great communication 
which has been going on between the membership and Joan.  Keep up the good work! 

ATTENTION NEW CORONERS 

SAVE THE DATE 

CORONER 101 

Saturday, FEBRUARY 9, 2019 

Genesee Grande Hotel    Syracuse, New York 
As of August 2017, Training Bill A5780A went into effect re-

quiring newly elected / appointed Coroners to participate in 

mandatory education in Medicolegal Death Investigation.  

More information will be available in the next edition of The 

Post.  

…SPREAD the word to County Managers and 
NEW Coroners 
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SAVE THE DATES 
Fall 2018 Conference - September 21-23 - Rock Hill 

CORONER 101 - February 9 - Syracuse  

Spring 2019 Conference - March 15-17 - Cooperstown 

Fall 2019 Conference - September 20-22 - Fishkill 

SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE 

SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE 

…for your sponsorship at our Spring 2018 Conference 

THANK YOU 

ACCREDITATION POLICY 
Initial accreditation requires that each coroner/medical examiner has been in office for at least one year and an active mem-
ber in good standing of NYSACCME for at least one year.  Upon that one (1) year of service, 54 credits of educational ac-
creditation are needed; 36 credits to be from NYSACCME sponsored training courses. 
 
Every three (3) years to be reaccredited, the coroner/medical examiner needs a total of 36 credits in continuing education.  
To guarantee that this training has some responsiveness to the needs of New York State at least 18 credits must be in NY-
SACCME sponsored training courses. 
 
The descriptions of the categories listed are as follows: 
 

   A - NYSACCME sponsored seminar/program 
 

B - Credit is given to sponsors from organizations, i.e. AMA, AOA, Local 
      Government, criminal justice training courses, or other courses with 
      appropriate forensic thrust as determined by the Accreditation Board. 

 
C - Credit comes from training in any formal mechanism as approved and 
      evaluated by the Accreditation Board.  This can include college and other  
      formal course work. 
 

SEND ALL NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES to Dr. Borzell at the address below. 
If you have questions, contact:   Blanche A. Borzell, M.D.  

801 N. Decatur Street     Watkins Glen, NY 14891 
                                       email:  bborzell@stny.rr.com 
                                       office: 607-535-9222     cell: 607-275-7882 

FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE NYSACCME WEBSITE:  www.nysaccme.org 

Why Are You a NYSACCME Member? 
 Back in the day, membership in NYSACCME was thought of as an opportunity to learn a little and have a party week-
end on the County nickel.  With County budgets tightening and complimentary training weekend going by the wayside for 
many Counties across the State, the members who came for a paid vacation weekend have either passed-on, been 
elected out-of-office, or have taken the attitude that if the County won’t pay for it, they don’t need it.  NYSACCME itself 
has cut back on expenditures to tighten its budget and has been extremely grateful to have many generous sponsors over 
the years to cover coffee breaks, cocktail hours, and hospitality suites.  Moreover, we have been so fortunate to have 
consummate professionals who lecture FOR FREE because they know the value of important and cutting edge knowledge 
in our field.  We have many members who remain vigilant with their training, most attending BOTH our conferences each 
year, and paying for their membership and conference registration ON THEIR OWN.  
 We continue to attract new members by providing top-flight lectures and educational conferences with the latest and 
most up-to-date information available in the areas of Medicolegal Death Investigation and Forensic Science. Assembly 
Bill A5780A passed on August 21, 2017, mandating that newly elected or appointed Coroners take a basic class pro-
viding training in Medicolegal Death Investigation.  We remain the only entity in NY State providing ANY TYPE of educa-
tion in the aforementioned areas.  With the new requirement regarding certification of individuals and Offices by NAME 
and/or ABMDI, and with NYSACCME offering CEU credits which are accepted by ABMDI and AAFP, we expect to see a 
continued growth in membership. 
 Please suggest to your County Leaders, that they include money in their respective budgets for training for all the 
Coroners, Medical Examiners and Medicolegal Death Investigators in the County.  A membership in NYSACCME can 
accomplish so much and attending at least one conference a year will go far with regards to credibility and background in 
any legal proceedings.  Knowledge is power, but knowledge and continuing education in your respective discipline is hard 
to defeat in a courtroom.  
 Law Enforcement, Fire and EMS personnel, morgue attendants, investigators, physicians, technicians, OPO employees 
as well as people from the Legal community and anyone and everyone involved with a death investigation are eligible to 
become members of NYSACCME.  Perhaps join as a “group” allowing alternating people from a particular office to at-
tend under the 'office membership umbrella'.  Cost is the same for individual membership, but the ability to rotate staff to 
conference is priceless. 
 In order to be a voting member, you must be a sitting Medical Examiner or Coroner.  All other benefits remain the 
same.   
 Membership Applications are available on our website:  www.nysaccme.org.   Pass along this information to your col-
leagues and County leaders for consideration today! 

ARE YOU INTERESTED? 
NYSACCME is always looking for people to get involved.  Do you have an idea for a conference topic?  Why not 
volunteer to host a conference?  Do you have the itch to serve on a committee? Let one of the Board members 
know about your interest!  Do you have any suggestions of any companies, agencies or people who may want to be 
a sponsor at one of our conferences?  Let Susan Ernst know!!  Are you interested in helping NYSACCME by serv-
ing as a Board member when a position is up for election? Let one of the Board members know!  Do you have any 
ideas for attracting new members into our NYSACCME family?  Please let us know.  Is there anything that you’d 
like us to address in the future?  EDRS will be on our agenda in the near future as we continue to work with the 

NYS Bureau of Vital Records to get the EDRS inclusive of ME’s and Coroners.  Speak up, be heard, and let us 
know you’re interested!!  Contact Susan Ernst, President Scott or any Officer or Board Member 
with your ideas, complaints and/or suggestions! 

Watch for NYSACCME on TV 
NYSACCME, in an effort to help with the problem of Opioid Overdose deaths, has partnered with the New York State Association of 

Counties (NYSAC) and Trellis Marketing Company to create a series of Public Service Announcement (PSA) with an in-your-face mes-

sage about the dangers of Opioid addiction. 

The pilot, which is in production now and which was debuted at the NYSACCME June Board of Directors meeting, will in the looking back 

style…meaning, the commercial will begin with a death scene with a person on the floor of a bathroom in his home.  Law enforcement, 

the Coroner/ME will be there and all the players who'd you would expect will be focused on through the opening shot.  Then, the story will 

work backwards engaging the whole family with the message throughout the segments… “If only I checked in on him…” etc.  It is very 

powerful and hopefully will strike a chord with many people throughout the State. 

The PSA will run in 6 major markets across the State and it will run for a 13- week timeframe.  Concurrently, it will also be on a digital plat-

form to run on Facebook, Twitter and Snapchat in the form of digital commercials as well. 

This is the first time that NYSACCME has worked in concert with NYSAC on such a venture and it is the first time in a long time since 

NYSACCME has given back to the communities throughout the State which are represented by our membership and Board members.  

The last time NYSACCME donated a major gift was when we purchased one of the first Total Work Stations for the New York State Police 

back in the late 90’s.  This effort to help curb the senseless deaths of so many people was suggested by NYSACCME Board member Dr. 

Robert Cole and we are grateful to him for suggesting we do something proactive in this area. 

mailto:bborzell@stny.rr.com
http://www.nysaccme.org

