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FALL 2017 CONFERENCE - SEPTEMBER 15 - 17, 2017

True or False? Only the wealthy can make
a significant gift to NYSACCME.
FALSE! Interestingly, the
wealthy are less likely than
others to give. Many of our
supporters are not wealthy,
but are interested in making
a sizeable donation to support NYSACCME and it’s
efforts in Medico-Legal
Death Investigation Education. But to be practical,
they must maintain their current income and cash flow
levels. They want to give,
but aren’t sure how to give
wisely. A planned gift to
Volume 1, Issue 19

NYSACCME is a wonderful
way to make a difference in
the Educational efforts of
your organization while also
enhancing your own financial and estate plans. Bequests, trusts, gifts of life
insurance, and retirement
assets—these giving vehicles
can benefit you regardless of
your level of wealth. And,
with a planned gift, you will
have the satisfaction of
knowing that you have truly
made a difference in the fuSummer 2017

ture of Forensic Science.
Why not remember NYSACCME in your will or estate
planning or with an outright
donation now, to ensure that
your interests in NYSACCME will endure through the
years. Your attorney and/or
financial advisor can help you
with the options available to
you. NYSACCME is a Notfor-Profit Organization and
your gift is tax deductible.
Thank you.
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Show me the
manner in which
a nation or community cares for
its dead and I
will measure
with
mathematical
exactness the
tender
sympathies of
its people, their
respect for the
law of the land
and their loyalty
to high ideals.
Gladstone
NYSACCME
4721 Pine Hill Road
Albion, NY 14411
(585) 589-5410
www.nysaccme.org
nysaccme@
rochester.rr.com
Susan J. Ernst
Administrative
Assistant

In New York State, there has been an ongoing effort (spearheaded by NYSACCME)
to create legislation mandating minimum
training for a newly elected or appointed
Coroner. Our efforts have been sustained
amidst constant floundering of said legislation in various committees for over 15 years.
As of this writing, it has passed the Senate,
and has been introduced into the Assembly
where it is currently being reviewed in committee. Then, with the blessing of the Assembly, it will go to the Governor’s desk for
his signature.
It has been a long time coming and has
brought scrutiny along the way from many
people concerned about mandated costs,
the need for training (as many assumed
Coroners had to have training), questions
about who will provide the training, and who/
what entity will oversee the training classes.
We can see the light at the end of the tunnel.
NYSACCME is prepared with numerous
members to offer lectures, proctor, and assist in putting on a yearly Coroner 101 class.
When the legislation passes, NYSACCME
will be putting on this class every February
most likely in the Syracuse area. Keep your
fingers crossed!
On another related note, there is a movement nation-wide, (spearheaded by the National Association of Medical Examiners
(NAME), to require that each Medical Examiner/Coroner Office be Certified in Medicole-

gal Death Investigation. This certification
can be attained through NAME directly or by
the American Board of Medicolegal Death
Investigators (ABMDI). As Brian Ehret indicated (during his absolutely fabulous presentation at our Spring Conference), ABMDI
along with the International Association of
Coroners and Medical Examiners (IAC&ME)
Special Working Group, have developed a
standardized format for processing death
scenes. The initiative is called, “Every
Scene Every Time” and is a pamphlet for
ME’s, Coroners, and Investigators to follow
once they arrive on a death scene. If followed, it will ensure that all bases are covered as they related to proper identification,
scene processing and proper questions
asked of witnesses as well as processing of
the remains in the field. Following the protocols outlined in this document, a death in
Albion, NY will be processed the same as a
death in Phoenix, AZ. The ABMDI currently
offers a personal certification as a Diplomat
and a Fellow depending on your level and
years of experience and provided you take
and pass the appropriate exam. There
is a continuing education component
as well to remain
certified after your
initial certification.

Continued on page 6

Fall 2017 Conference
September 15-17
Genesee Grande Hotel

Why Are You a NYSACCME Member?
Back in the day, membership in NYSACCME was thought of an opportunity to learn a little and have a party
weekend on the County nickel. With County budgets tightening and complimentary training weekend going
by the wayside for many Counties across the State, the members who came for a paid vacation weekend have
either passed-on, been elected out-of-office, or have taken the attitude that if the County won’t pay for it, they
don’t need it. NYSACCME itself has cut back on expenditures to tighten its budget and has been extremely
blessed to have had many generous sponsors over the years to cover cocktail hours, breakfasts, coffee breaks,
and hospitality suites. Moreover, we have been so fortunate to have had and continue to have consummate
professional who lecture to us FOR FREE because they know the value of important and cutting edge
knowledge in our field. We have many members who remain vigilant with their training, most attended
BOTH educational conference each year, and most paying for their membership and conference registration
ON THEIR OWN. We continue to attract new members, we continue to provide top-flight lectures and
educational conferences to provide our membership with the latest and most up-to-date information available
in the areas of Medicolegal Death Investigation and Forensic Science. As we still fight the Legislative fight to
require some minimal training to newly elected Coroners, we remain the only entity in NY State providing
ANY TYPE of education in the aforementioned areas. Please suggest to your County Leaders, that they include money in their respective budgets for training for all the Coroners, Medical Examiners and Medicolegal
Death Investigators in the County. A membership in NYSACCME can accomplish so much and attending at
least one conference a year will go so far with regards to credibility and background in any legal proceedings.
Knowledge is power, but knowledge and continuing education in your respective discipline is hard to defeat
in a courtroom. Download a Membership Application and pass it along to your colleagues and County leaders
for consideration today!

ACCREDITATION POLICY

We hope to see you there.

Initial accreditation requires that each coroner/medical examiner has been in office for at least one year and an active
member in good standing of NYSACCME for at least one year. Upon that one (1) year of service, 54 credits of educational accreditation are needed; 36 credits to be from NYSACCME sponsored training courses.

1060 East Genesee Street Syracuse, NY 13210

Every three (3) years to be reaccredited, the coroner/medical examiner needs a total of 36 credits in continuing education. To guarantee that this training has some responsiveness to the needs of New York State at least 18 credits must be
in NYSACCME sponsored training courses.
The descriptions of the categories listed are as follows:

From NYS Thruway (I-90) and Points East: Exit 34A to 481 S toward Syracuse. Merge onto 690 W
via exit 4 toward Syracuse. Take Exit 13, Townsend St. toward downtown. Turn left onto N Townsend St. Turn left onto E Genesee St. The hotel will be on the left.
From Points South and Route 81: Exit onto Almond Street. Turn right onto E Genesee St. Hotel is
approximately 4/10 mile on the right.

A - NYSACCME sponsored seminar/program
B - Credit is given to sponsors from organizations, i.e. AMA, AOA, Local
Government, criminal justice training courses, or other courses with
appropriate forensic thrust as determined by the Accreditation Board.
C - Credit comes from training in any formal mechanism as approved and
evaluated by the Accreditation Board. This can include college and other
formal course work.

From NYS Thruway (I-90) and Points West: Exit 36 to I-81 S toward Syracuse. Exit onto Harrison St.
Turn right onto S Townsend St. Take first right onto E Genesee St. Hotel is approximately ½ mile on
the right.

SEND ALL NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES to Dr. Borzell at the address below.
If you have questions, contact: Blanche A. Borzell, M.D.

From Points North and Route 81: Exit onto Harrison St. Turn right onto S Townsend St. Take first
right onto E Genesee St. Hotel is approximately ½ mile on the right.

FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE NYSACCME WEBSITE: www.nysaccme.org
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801 N. Decatur Street Watkins Glen, NY 14891
email: bborzell@stny.rr.com
office: 607-535-9222
cell: 607-275-7882
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Continued from page 1

NYSACCME has offered Board Accreditation to our members for many years. Our accreditation awards those who are genuinely interested in expanding their knowledge of Medicolegal Death Investigation and Forensic Science in order to be the best
prepared public official they possibly can be. NYSACCME accreditation is voluntary and there is no exam associated with it.
The National Certification will be a MANDATORY requirement whether your County will pay for it or not. What that means is,
if you want the job…you complete the requirements for that job no matter who pays for it and what it costs. This mandatory
certification is scheduled to go into effect in 2020.
Are you ready? Is your Office ready? At this point, it is unclear whether all or part of the Office needs to be certified. NAME
currently offers Office Certification while ABMDI offers individual certification. Details are still being worked out, but it's definitely something to think about with some seriousness. If you haven’t joined the IAC&ME, I encourage you to do so as the first
year of membership is free. I would also encourage you to look into certification from ABMDI as NYSACCME provides credits
bi-annually which are accepted towards the CEU requirements for re-certification. Times are changing, we must change with
the times. We must ALL strive to have as much knowledge in our field as we can attain and we must ALL try to be on the
same page when we are doing the duties that we are charged and entrusted with completing. Are you…is your Office ready?
Fondly,
Scott M. Schmidt, CFSP-President
NYSACCME

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
At the Spring meeting of the NYSACCME Officers and Board of Directors, President Schmidt called for volunteers to step forward and offer to assist in many areas of the Association. An overwhelming tide of renewed spirit
ensued with members stepping forward to host conferences and to assist in the pending Annual Coroner 101
Course.
We as an Association and as a Board, can use ALL volunteers!! If you are willing to assist with the 101 class,
please let your Officers know, let Susan Ernst know, let any of the Board members know and we will be sure to
include you! If you would like to be part of the faculty for the course we can always use extra help. If you can
spare time to just be a presence during the day at the training, we can use you! If you would be interested in putting on a conference we are ALWAYS accepting volunteers to do so. Currently we are scheduled out until Spring
of 2020 so you have plenty of time to think and plan.
Our Coroners Store component of NYSACCME has currently come to an end, but we are in need of a new vendor or someone who might be interested in running this business venture on their own. VP Warren Riles is in
charge of Store Operations and is eager to re-ignite the productivity of that area of NYSACCME. If you have
ideas for him, please contact him directly or if you need his contact information, contact the NYSACCME office.
Speaking of contact information, with the rapid advancement in electronic media, there is talk about beginning to
send THE POST out electronically for those who have the ability to receive it in that format. WE NEED YOUR
EMAIL ADDRESSES. Please be assured that NYSACCME DOES NOT GIVE OUT OUR EMAIL LIST TO
ANYONE with the exception of NYS should they ask for a list-serve for emergency purposes. It does not and
will not go to any vendor, supplier or people doing surveys or studies. Susan checks and updates all contact information from your Membership Application and/or Conference Registration Form. Please be sure to put your
CURRENT phone numbers and CURRENT emails along with your mailing address on those forms. We need a
way to contact our membership in the event of an emergency and for future emails of information in real-time.
This maybe more efficient when implemented and in the long run will also save NYSACCME significant financial
expenditures.
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LOOKING AHEAD TO...

SPRING 2018 CONFERENCE
March 16-18, 2018
Genesee Grande Hotel, Syracuse, NY

HOSTED BY: Suffolk County Office of the Medical Examiner
TITLE: “CSI for Realists”: Some Useful Guidelines in Forensic Science, Crime Scene, and
Death Investigation for People Who Work with the Medical Examiner’s Office
The Suffolk County Office of the Medical Examiner is unique among medicolegal death investigative agencies by
virtue of the fact that nearly all of the forensic science activities, which are performed under one roof. This includes
the trace evidence, firearms examination, drug chemistry, toxicology, biological sciences, and questioned documents sections. Because of the resources and expertise available in our office, we are in a position to share our
knowledge with the nonscientist personnel with whom we interact on a regular basis. While many conferences on
medicolegal death investigation are available throughout the country, few of them offer an integrated approach utilizing all of the resources that all of the various forensic science specialties have to offer. There is definitely a need
to provide guidance to individuals who interact with the Medical Examiner’s Office regarding how the various components of a forensic science laboratory and medical examiner’s office can function most effectively to handle casework. This course covers fundamental topics of forensic pathology, death investigation and scene examination; evidence recognition, preservation and collection; decedent identification; and special topics that are particularly relevant and problematic in the current forensic science arena. Among our long-term goals for the Office is that the information and awareness that we impart be used more effectively to guide the workup of homicides, other criminal
fatalities (i.e., hit and run), and noncriminal fatalities (e.g., deaths in custody; fatal workplace injuries) by law enforcement and assistant district and county attorneys. The more that our nonscientist colleagues know regarding the
processing of forensic evidence, from the submission of the evidence to analysis of the evidence to reporting of the
results, the better equipped they will be to anticipate the time required to complete forensic analyses so that they
can guide their prosecutions and comply with deadlines imposed by the courts.

MEMBERSHIP PUSH
NYSACCME has had a resurgence in membership over the last three years. Nothing huge, but 3-5 members per
year. Attrition has been relatively stable as we’ve lost members due to people leaving office due to retirement or
because of losing elections. With the new requirement coming regarding certification of individuals and Offices
by NAME and/or ABMDI, and with NYSACCME offering CEU credits which are accepted by ABMDI and
the AAFP, we expect to see a continued growth in membership.
Why not assist in our growth? Encourage your fellow Coroners/ME’s to join NYSACCME if they don’t already
belong. Encourage your colleagues to perhaps join as a “group” allowing alternating people from a particular
Office to attend under the Office membership umbrella. Cost is the same for individual membership but the
ability to rotate staff to conference is priceless.
President Schmidt would like to suggest that each current member of NYSACCME recruit one new member for
the 2017 year to come to the Fall Conference and then join NYSACCME in 2018. Law Enforcement, Fire and
EMS personnel as well as people from the Legal Community and anyone and everyone involved with a death
investigation is eligible to join NYSACCME. Morgue attendants, investigators, physicians, technicians, OPO
employees are all eligible to become members of NYSACCME. In order to be a voting member, you must be a
sitting Medical Examiner or Coroner. All other benefits remain the same. Having to move to larger venues to
hold our conferences would be a good problem to have !! Membership applications are available on our website
which is: www.nysaccme.org
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SAVE THE DATES
SUBJECT TO
CHANGE

Fall 2017 Conference - September 15-17 - Syracuse
Spring 2018 Conference - March 16-18 - Syracuse
Fall 2018 Conference - September 21-23 - Sullivan County
Spring 2019 Conference - March 15-17 - Cooperstown

SUBJECT TO
CHANGE

THANK YOU

…for your sponsorship at our Spring 2017 Conference

SUNSHINE FUND
NYSACCME has a special pool of money called the Sunshine Fund. It is money raised in a special raffle following the dinner meeting on Saturday night of Conference weekends. The items which are raffled off are donated by NYSACCME members in order to raise money for special things. These special things are meant to
provide some Sunshine into the lives of our members when circumstances are less than normal. The Sunshine
Fund is used to send memorial donations to various charities when a death occurs to one of our members or
someone in their families. The fund is used to send a fruit basket to someone who’s been ill, had surgery,
been stricken with a sudden illness or is need of an unexpected pick-me-up. The Sunshine Fund is also used
to be a means of a congratulatory offering if one of our ‘family’ has achieved a milestone or significant happening. The Sunshine Fund is used for ALL MEMBERS of NYSACCME. The fund is managed one of our Special
Board Members, Joan Burke representing the Organ/Tissue Donation Community. She arranges for whatever
to be sent to the recipient based on the information we receive regarding the situation at hand. She cannot do
her job unless we know about people in need. SHE NEEDS YOU to contact any NYSACCME Officer, Director
or Susan Ernst to alert us to the need. This is such an important function behind the scenes and is one of the
special ways in which NYSACCME is more like a family than just an organization. Please remember to bring
something to raffle off to the Conference to help with the Sunshine Fund. Perhaps something unique to your
region, perhaps something which is unique, or perhaps just a gift certificate. We’ve had some outstanding offerings at the last few conferences and our fund activity has also increased because of the great communication
which has been going on between the membership and Joan. Keep up the good work!
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS TO BECOMING A MEMBER OF NYSACCME?
Reduction in Conference Registration Fees
Accreditation from NYSACCME in Medico-Legal Death Investigation
Creditability when involved in court cases
Endless networking opportunities with colleagues and other professionals
Learn from top-flight speakers presenting cutting edge topics and techniques
A resource for questions and information regarding every day cases to that complex one of a kind
case that leaves you grasping for straws
The opportunity to raise awareness in your own community by gaining knowledge and technique
that can be passed on to others who don’t know
To become an advocate for the Forensic Sciences
Continuing Education Credits for Medico-Legal Death Investigators, Physicians,
Funeral Directors, on occasion Attorneys
OUR MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO:
Elected and appointed County Coroners and appointed Medical Examiners and their deputies
Officers and members of organizations where there is significant interaction with
NYSACCME
Persons who have significantly advanced the causes of forensic sciences
Sworn law enforcement officers involved in death investigations, and official investigators for Medical Examiners
Licensed Funeral Directors, Embalmers, Undertakers
Retired/Emeritus (former members, no longer in office due to retirement)
Students
Membership is effective from January to December. Yearly membership dues are made payable
to NYSACCME. Applications are available on our website: www.nysaccme.org

NYSACCME MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission and Goals of the
State of NY, as well as County
NYSACCME are to assist in
and Local governments for the
advancement of Forensic Scideath investigators. By organizence and its application to
ing Coroners and Medical Exdeath investigation by providing aminers throughout the State,
education to those who interact we support promulgation of
during a death investigation.
standards for death investigaWe strive for the improvement tion. We hope to maintain a
of quality in death investiga- FYI
greater quality of death investitions in NY State and the adgation by accrediting our memvancement of support by the
bership via training, and we
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strive to assist with the writing
of new laws and/or changing of
old laws by maintaining liaison
with legislative bodies, representatives, and the State DOH. We
are ACTIVISTS for Forensic
Science.
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