* New York State Association of County Coroners and Medical Examiners *
N.Y.S.A.C.C.M.E.
New York State Association of County
Coroners and Medical Examiners

The POST

BUSINESS OFFICE
4721 Pine Hill Road
Albion, New York 14411

...A Forensic Publication

President’s Message

by

Scott M. Schmidt, CFSP

Chief Coroner—Orleans County, New York

We’re on the web!!
www.nysaccme.org

HOW DO YOU SEE YOURSELF?
Volume 1, Issue 17
Summer 2016

FALL 2016 CONFERENCE - SEPTEMBER 16 - 18, 2016

True or False? Only the wealthy can make
a significant gift to NYSACCME.
FALSE! Interestingly, the
wealthy are less likely than
others to give. Many of our
supporters are not wealthy,
but are interested in making
a sizeable donation to support NYSACCME and it’s
efforts in Medico-Legal
Death Investigation Education. But to be practical,
they must maintain their current income and cash flow
levels. They want to give,
but aren’t sure how to give
wisely. A planned gift to
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NYSACCME is a wonderful
way to make a difference in
the Educational efforts of
your organization while also
enhancing your own financial and estate plans. Bequests, trusts, gifts of life
insurance, and retirement
assets—these giving vehicles
can benefit you regardless of
your level of wealth. And,
with a planned gift, you will
have the satisfaction of
knowing that you have truly
made a difference in the fuSummer 2016

ture of Forensic Science.
Why not remember NYSACCME in your will or estate
planning or with an outright
donation now, to ensure that
your interests in NYSACCME will endure through the
years. Your attorney and/or
financial advisor can help you
with the options available to
you. NYSACCME is a Notfor-Profit Organization and
your gift is tax deductible.
Thank you.
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Show me the
manner in which
a nation or community cares for
its dead and I
will measure
with
mathematical
exactness the
tender
sympathies of
its people, their
respect for the
law of the land
and their loyalty
to high ideals.
Gladstone
NYSACCME
4721 Pine Hill Road
Albion, NY 14411
(585) 589-5410
www.nysaccme.org
nysaccme@
rochester.rr.com
Susan J. Ernst
Administrative
Assistant

I was first elected to the Office of
Coroner in 1990. It was the only election in which I had an opponent. I
won that election with a 3-1 margin of
victory. Each subsequent election, I
supported my designated political
party (Republican) by attending
events such as picnics, rallies, and
various other fundraisers. I’ve also
attended the same events for the
other political parties in my County.
Why? Because I don’t see myself as
just a Republican Coroner, but rather
as a Public Servant who is elected by
ALL residents of the County in which I
live.
My decision to participate in several
parades throughout the year isn’t motivated by political affiliation, but
rather by the need and want to be
seen in public as one of THEIR elected
officials, doing my job for ALL the residents of the County. My joy of attending dozens of church dinners,
auctions and musical events is just
that…a joy. It is a joy that comes with
connecting with the people that
you’re entrusted to serve. It is a privilege afforded to me because of my
County job, which I have to run for
Office in order to keep.
This year, all three Coroners in my
County, along with the District Attorney and a well-respected and up-

standing Assemblyman are up for reelection. To date, among the five of
us, we have no opposition from any
other political party. Following the
proper protocol, we all had sent out
letters to the Republican, Democrat
and Conservative parties in our
County requesting the honor of receiving their endorsement for the Fall
election. The Republican and Democratic parties, had their various Town
meetings and appropriately endorsed
the candidates as they could…
politically. The Conservatives, (after
requesting a 3-page document with
approximately 9 essay questions to be
filled out just to be considered for an
interview), went off script. After being granted an interview, all five of us
felt good about receiving an endorsement. with intelligent questions. Fast
forward to a month after the interview.
In an article on The Orleans Hub, (not
a personal letter), the Vice-Chair of
the Conservative Party stated that the
Conservative
Party had chosen not to endorse candidates
who have served
more than three
terms in their
elected position.
Continued on page 6

THANK YOU

Why Are You a NYSACCME Member?

Center for Donation and Transplant
Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network
Rochester Lion’s Eye Bank
Tri State Bio Recovery
…for your sponsorship at our Spring 2016 Conference

NYSACCME FALL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE
Ellicottville, New York
“LEGAL ISSUES FOR THE ME/CORONER”

The NYSACCME Fall Educational Conference will be held at the Holiday Valley Resort “Tamarack Lodge” in Ellicottville, New York on September 16-18,2016. NYSACCME is blessed to be able to come back to this beautiful resort venue during the height of the Fall season with picturesque rolling hills and the bountiful multi-colored leaves.
Legal Issues for the ME/Coroner is a topic which has been long overdue and becoming increasingly important. This
conference will address some of the issues we all face in our professional lives, but also in our personal lives. Rules
and regulations continue to change and laws are being passed on seemingly a daily basis that sometimes assist us with
our obligations in an investigation, but more often than not, hinder us in our job. Best practices, personal experiences, and tips on how to best abide by the restriction and mandates placed upon us will be discussed by a variety of
speakers, many of who are NYSACCME Alumni…so to speak. We will also have a presentation about the heroin
overdose epidemic that is causing great concern not only in our State, but across the Nation. It is in your best interest
to sign up for this must-attend conference. While you’re at it, perhaps invite your District Attorney, your County Attorney, the County Sheriff and your Chief County Executive to attend as well. When everyone is on the same page
during an investigation and prosecution, things progress much more smoothly. Arrive early, stay late…the Southern
Tier of Western New York is a beautiful place to be in the Fall!

Back in the day, membership in NYSACCME was thought of an opportunity to learn a little and have a party
weekend on the County nickel. With County budgets tightening and complimentary training weekend going
by the wayside for many Counties across the State, the members who came for a paid vacation weekend have
either passed-on, been elected out-of-office, or have taken the attitude that if the County won’t pay for it, they
don’t need it. NYSACCME itself has cut back on expenditures to tighten its budget and has been extremely
blessed to have had many generous sponsors over the years to cover cocktail hours, breakfasts, coffee breaks,
and hospitality suites. Moreover, we have been so fortunate to have had and continue to have consummate
professional who lecture to us FOR FREE because they know the value of important and cutting edge
knowledge in our field. We have many members who remain vigilant with their training, most attended
BOTH educational conference each year, and most paying for their membership and conference registration
ON THEIR OWN. We continue to attract new members, we continue to provide top-flight lectures and
educational conferences to provide our membership with the latest and most up-to-date information available
in the areas of Medicolegal Death Investigation and Forensic Science. As we still fight the Legislative fight to
require some minimal training to newly elected Coroners, we remain the only entity in NY State providing
ANY TYPE of education in the aforementioned areas. Please suggest to your County Leaders, that they include money in their respective budgets for training for all the Coroners, Medical Examiners and Medicolegal
Death Investigators in the County. A membership in NYSACCME can accomplish so much and attending at
least one conference a year will go so far with regards to credibility and background in any legal proceedings.
Knowledge is power, but knowledge and continuing education in your respective discipline is hard to defeat
in a courtroom. Download a Membership Application and pass it along to your colleagues and County leaders
for consideration today!

ACCREDITATION POLICY

Initial accreditation requires that each coroner/medical examiner has been in office for at least one year and an active
member in good standing of NYSACCME for at least one year. Upon that one (1) year of service, 54 credits of educational accreditation are needed; 36 credits to be from NYSACCME sponsored training courses.
Every three (3) years to be reaccredited, the coroner/medical examiner needs a total of 36 credits in continuing education. To guarantee that this training has some responsiveness to the needs of New York State at least 18 credits must be
in NYSACCME sponsored training courses.
The descriptions of the categories listed are as follows:

6557 Holiday Valley Road

Ellicottville, NY 14731

DIRECTIONS TO HOLIDAY VALLEY MOUNTAIN RESORT & CONFERENCE CENTER
Holiday Valley's physical address is 6557 Holiday Valley Road, Ellicottville, NY 14731. We are at the intersection of NY Rt.
219 and Holiday Valley Road, one mile south of Ellicottville, NY. GPS coordinates of Holiday Valley: Latitude 42.26282, Longitude-78.66895 Source: Google Maps. We recommend you double check the coordinates with your gps device.
From the North - Cross the Peace Bridge and take 190 South to Interstate 90 West (the NYS Thruway.) Take Exit 55 to Rt.
219 South. Follow 219 for 50 miles to Ellicottville, then 1 mile farther south on 219 to Holiday Valley. From the Buffalo Airport- at the airport exit take Rt. 33 west to Interstate 90 west. Exit 55 to Rt. 219 South, 50 miles to Ellicottville and 1 mile to
Holiday Valley.
From the West –Take Interstate 90 to Exit 37 (the Jamestown exit). Follow NYS 86 east (Southern Tier Expressway) to Exit
21 in Salamanca. Take Rt. 219 North 10 miles to Holiday Valley.
From the East - Take NYS 86 (Southern Tier Expressway) West to Exit 21 in Salamanca. Take Rt. 219 North 10 miles to
Holiday Valley.
From the South - Follow Rt. 219 North through Bradford, PA and Salamanca, then North 10 miles to Holiday Valley on 219.
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A - NYSACCME sponsored seminar/program
B - Credit is given to sponsors from organizations, i.e. AMA, AOA, Local
Government, criminal justice training courses, or other courses with
appropriate forensic thrust as determined by the Accreditation Board.
C - Credit comes from training in any formal mechanism as approved and
evaluated by the Accreditation Board. This can include college and other
formal course work.
SEND ALL NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES to Dr. Borzell at the address below.
If you have questions, contact: Blanche A. Borzell, M.D.
801 N. Decatur Street Watkins Glen, NY 14891
email: bborzell@stny.rr.com
office: 607-535-9222
cell: 607-275-7882

FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE NYSACCME WEBSITE: www.nysaccme.org
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CORONER TRAINING BILL UPDATE
The proposed Minimum Training Requirement Bill which NYSACCME has been diligently supporting and
putting forth to various Senators and Assemblyman is gaining momentum. After 4+ meetings in Albany since the
beginning of the year, President Schmidt along with Rensselaer County Medical Examiner Dr. Michael Sikirica
and Saratoga County Deputy Coroner Daniel Kuhn met in May with an elite group of Law Makers and the Chief
Counsel for the NYS Legislature. They discussed at length the issues which have been plaguing this Bill from the
onset.
At first, the Bill was not specific enough. Then, the Bill in re-drafted form was too specific. At the end of the
day, the major problem was that there was no ‘Official State oversight’ of the Training Program suggested. It was
decided to re-draft the Bill with the appropriate language with provisions to allow the Department of State to oversee the Training Program which NYSACCME will lead.
What this means is that when the Bill is ultimately passed, NYSACCME will offer the Coroner 101 Class once a
year (most likely in February), to suffice the language of the Bill. Being under the auspices of the Department of
State will allow NYSACCME as well as the DOS to keep tabs of who is currently holding Office by virtue of a Registration Number. It also means that once in place, this Bill will also provide for the implementation of mandatory
Continuing Education Credits to maintain your status as a current Coroner and allow you to continue to practice
as such.
“This Bill is long overdue and the efforts of Dr. Michael Sikirica and Deputy Coroner Daniel Kuhn should be
commended. Their assistance was invaluable in moving this proposed legislation forward,” said President
Schmidt following the meeting. NYSACCME has been the leader in providing education in Medicolegal Death
Investigation for years and will finally be recognized by the State as one of the leading authorities in the field by
virtue of its efforts to train the appropriate personnel. President Schmidt will be looking forward to implementing
the yearly 101 program once legislation is passed and with that on the horizon will also be looking for many volunteers to take part in the program as instructors and planners. Stay tuned for more information.
Continued from page 1 President’s Message

Whether a term is 1 year, 2 years, 3 years or 4, they made a blanket decision to use that guideline for endorsing candidates for public office. Two of the three Coroners, the District Attorney and the well-respected Assemblyman were denied the Conservative Party Endorsement. “The Founders never intended for a person to
go into elected public service and make a life-time career out of it….our committee strongly believes that the
problems we have in this Country are the direct result of career politicians that never know when to leave…”
said the Vice Chairman of the Conservative Party.
I NEVER have thought of myself as a career politician. I NEVER knew that being elected as a County Coroner
was in itself, a directive to fix the problems in this Country, but if it was, I could only have three terms to do
so…no matter how long my term was. We Coroners as well as the District Attorney are considered Employees
of our County, which just happen to be in an elected position. We are not law makers…often times synonymous with the word politician. We are people who have chosen to serve our communities to the best of our
abilities. We are chosen by the people to serve ALL the residents of the County. If we are doing a good job
and continue to better ourselves to remain at the top of our game, why is it a crime to want to do it better
and to continue to serve? And in the end, my career is as a Funeral Director. The position of Coroner which
I’ve been blessed to hold since 1990 is in addition to my career. I don’t believe that I could live on $100 per
case…which is what my Coroner position pays. I’m proud of the job I’ve done while in office, and it looks like
I’ll continue for at least another 4 years, despite my inability to ‘fix’ the problems of this Country and my nonwillingness to leave. The Orleans County Conservative Party apparently doesn’t appreciate the desire of a
Public Servant to want to give back to his/her community. That’s too bad, but thanks for the practice interview!
Fondly,
Scott
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SPRING 2017 CONFERENCE
MARCH 17-19, 2017

MEDICOLEGAL DEATH
INVESTIGATION
GENESEE GRANDE HOTEL
SYRACUSE, NY

Co-hosts: Deborah G. Johnson, MD, and Dianne Vertes, MD, PhD, with invaluable
assistance from Brian Ehret, ABMDI Board of Directors
Taking a good history at a time of crisis from grieving family members is both art and science
in knowing not only what to ask but how to ask it, and the emphasis in the Saturday and Sunday sessions will be on practical take-home information to enable attendees to feel confident
about what things need to be done “every scene, every time” and how to tell the difference
between red flags and red herrings so that cases that need autopsies are neither missed nor
done without good reason. Special emphasis will be given to infant death investigation techniques that can get necessary information without increasing the pain for the family. Mock
scene investigation Sunday morning.

SUNSHINE FUND
NYSACCME has a special pool of money called the Sunshine Fund. It is money raised in a special raffle following the dinner
meeting on Saturday night of Conference weekends. The items which are raffled off are donated by NYSACCME members in
order to raise money for special things. These special things are meant to provide some Sunshine into the lives of our members
when circumstances are less than normal. The Sunshine Fund is used to send memorial donations to various charities when a
death occurs to one of our members or someone in their families. The fund is used to send a fruit basket to someone who’s
been ill, had surgery, been stricken with a sudden illness or is need of an unexpected pick-me-up. The Sunshine Fund is also
used to be a means of a congratulatory offering if one of our ‘family’ has achieved a milestone or significant happening. The
Sunshine Fund is used for ALL MEMBERS of NYSACCME. The fund is managed one of our Special Board Members, Joan
Burke representing the Organ/Tissue Donation Community. She arranges for whatever to be sent to the recipient based on the
information we receive regarding the situation at hand. She cannot do her job unless we know about people in need. SHE
NEEDS YOU to contact any NYSACCME Officer, Director or Susan Ernst to alert us to the need. This is such an important
function behind the scenes and is one of the special ways in which NYSACCME is more like a family than just an organization.
Please remember to bring something to raffle off to the Conference to help with the Sunshine Fund. Perhaps something unique
to your region, perhaps something which is unique, or perhaps just a gift certificate. We’ve had some outstanding offerings at
the last few conferences and our fund activity has also increased because of the great communication which has been going on
between the membership and Joan. Keep up the good work!
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SAVE THE DATES

SUBJECT TO
CHANGE

Fall 2016 Conference - September 16-18 - Ellicottville
Spring 2017 Conference - March 17-19 - Syracuse
Fall 2017 Conference - September 15-17 - Syracuse
Spring 2018 Conference - March 16-18 - Syracuse

NEW YORK VIOLENT DEATH REPORTING SYSTEM
Many of you may have received an official letter from the New York Violent Death Reporting System (NYVDRS), a
study group within the Bureau of Occupational Health and Injury Prevention of the New York State Department of
Health, requesting sensitive information regarding cases you may have handled. NYVDRS has been constantly approaching NYSACCME to speak at conference on a regular basis and has offered some funds to help assist with some
of our expenses. They in turn, have also placed demands upon our Association which are unreasonable in the grand
scheme of things.
They want guaranteed presentation time at conference, they want guaranteed position and space in the newsletter
and they perpetually haven’t wanted to follow the guidelines which we’ve set forth in order to participate in our operations. Further, your Officers and Board have discussed at length the legality of you turning over the requested sensitive information to them and have suggested the following. As you are already aware, ME/Coroner reports are only to
be supplied to certain people and entities via statute, and if people outside those mentioned in the statute request them,
the request must come in the form of a Court Order.
Since ME/Coroner reports are NOT covered under the Freedom of Information Law, it is recommended that you
professionally and politely decline their request unless they have a Court Order accompanying the request. However,
if your County Attorney has directed you to provide a report to the NYVDRS, then you must abide by his/her directive. Following is the letter which we’ve sent to the NYVDRS. Until we are compelled by statute to turn over our
records, reports, and findings to this study group, it is NYSACCME’s position that their requests be disregarded.
Dear Ms. Friello:
After numerous efforts to explain how our Educational Conference weekends are conceived, formulated, executed and closed out, we
still have received requests and demands from your organization (NYVDRS), which seemingly disregard any information we've passed
along your way. Emails and letters to my Administrative Assistant indicating that you have someone to speak at the next conference
regarding your project is validation of the disregard for the information which we have previously discussed with you several times.
Our Officers and Board of Directors have discussed at length and with great passion the NYVDRS. We have discussed your various
proposals including the offer of money to NYSACCME in exchange for a guaranteed position for presentations at upcoming conferences, a guaranteed position as an exhibitor and a guaranteed spot in our bi-annual newsletter for articles submitted by your Group for
your research purposes. We have major concerns regarding our affiliation with your study group asking our membership to comply with
your requests.
Medical Examiner/Coroner and Autopsy reports are not covered under the Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) requests. These reports
which also include toxicology results and other tests, are extremely sensitive documents and contain personal information which should
not be carried into the realm of public knowledge. Per existing statute, these reports are ONLY available to the District Attorney
and opposing counsel (for trial purposes), the Law Enforcement Agency investigating that particular death (for imposing violations of
the law), and to the immediate family ONLY if they request it. Certain deaths compel the ME or Coroner to send a copy to a specific
State Department depending on where the death occurs and the status of the deceased, such as the Department of Corrections for an
inmate who dies, or a DDSO for a resident who has died in a particular care institution or group home. The ME/Coroner is also compelled by statute to report to the Department of Motor Vehicles any deaths suspected or proven to have been cause by or have involvement with alcohol or drugs. To our knowledge, your group has no legal right to these documents. It is our position, (which we've
passed along to our membership,) that unless your group submits a Court Order for surrender of these documents to your group, that
they ignore the request to do so.
It is also the decision of the Board of Directors to sever all ties with the NYVDRS at this time. Your continual insistence of information,
time to speak, ambiguity whether you're going to exhibit or not and failure to comply with guidelines for payment of conference attendance and exhibit fees simply cannot burden our staff any further. We thank you for your interest in NYSACCME and wish you luck in
further endeavors with your project, but unfortunately at this time, NYSACCME does not wish to partner with you.
Very truly yours,
Scott M. Schmidt, CFSP
President-NYSACCME
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS TO BECOMING A MEMBER OF NYSACCME?
Reduction in Conference Registration Fees
Accreditation from NYSACCME in Medico-Legal Death Investigation
Creditability when involved in court cases
Endless networking opportunities with colleagues and other professionals
Learn from top-flight speakers presenting cutting edge topics and techniques
A resource for questions and information regarding every day cases to that complex one of a kind
case that leaves you grasping for straws
The opportunity to raise awareness in your own community by gaining knowledge and technique
that can be passed on to others who don’t know
To become an advocate for the Forensic Sciences
Continuing Education Credits for Medico-Legal Death Investigators, Physicians,
Funeral Directors, on occasion Attorneys
OUR MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO:
Elected and appointed County Coroners and appointed Medical Examiners and their deputies
Officers and members of organizations where there is significant interaction with
NYSACCME
Persons who have significantly advanced the causes of forensic sciences
Sworn law enforcement officers involved in death investigations, and official investigators for Medical Examiners
Licensed Funeral Directors, Embalmers, Undertakers
Retired/Emeritus (former members, no longer in office due to retirement)
Students
Membership is effective from January to December. Yearly membership dues are made payable
to NYSACCME. Applications are available on our website: www.nysaccme.org

NYSACCME MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission and Goals of the
State of NY, as well as County
NYSACCME are to assist in
and Local governments for the
advancement of Forensic Scideath investigators. By organizence and its application to
ing Coroners and Medical Exdeath investigation by providing aminers throughout the State,
education to those who interact we support promulgation of
during a death investigation.
standards for death investigaWe strive for the improvement tion. We hope to maintain a
of quality in death investiga- FYI
greater quality of death investitions in NY State and the adgation by accrediting our memvancement of support by the
bership via training, and we
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strive to assist with the writing
of new laws and/or changing of
old laws by maintaining liaison
with legislative bodies, representatives, and the State DOH. We
are ACTIVISTS for Forensic
Science.
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