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True or False? Only the wealthy can make
a significant gift to NYSACCME.
FALSE! Interestingly, the
wealthy are less likely than
others to give. Many of our
supporters are not wealthy,
but are interested in making
a sizeable donation to support NYSACCME and it’s
efforts in Medico-Legal
Death Investigation Education. But to be practical,
they must maintain their current income and cash flow
levels. They want to give,
but aren’t sure how to give
wisely. A planned gift to
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NYSACCME is a wonderful
way to make a difference in
the Educational efforts of
your organization while also
enhancing your own financial and estate plans. Bequests, trusts, gifts of life
insurance, and retirement
assets—these giving vehicles
can benefit you regardless of
your level of wealth. And,
with a planned gift, you will
have the satisfaction of
knowing that you have truly
made a difference in the fuWinter 2018

ture of Forensic Science.
Why not remember NYSACCME in your will or estate
planning or with an outright
donation now, to ensure that
your interests in NYSACCME will endure through the
years. Your attorney and/or
financial advisor can help you
with the options available to
you. NYSACCME is a Notfor-Profit Organization and
your gift is tax deductible.
Thank you.

Page 12

Show me the
manner in which
a nation or community cares for
its dead and I
will measure
with
mathematical
exactness the
tender
sympathies of
its people, their
respect for the
law of the land
and their loyalty
to high ideals.
Gladstone
NYSACCME
4721 Pine Hill Road
Albion, NY 14411
(585) 589-5410
www.nysaccme.org
nysaccme@
rochester.rr.com
Susan J. Ernst
Administrative
Assistant

After over two decades of submitting proposed Bill after Bill after Bill to the New York
State Legislature, Assembly Bill A5780A,
mandating that newly elected or appointed
Coroners take a basic class providing training in Medicolegal Death Investigation was
passed on August 21, 2017.
For years, NYSACCME has been partnering
with various Senators and Assemblymen
who have introduced bills to the Legislature
for consideration but, for several reasons
(many of which are still a mystery,) they
were referred back to committee and floundered until they timed-out. This exercise in
futility became reason to have a personal
goal…to see a bill of this nature come to
fruition and become law. Why you may ask?
Because it’s only common sense. A person
who holds the Office of Coroner should know
something about that position and the duties/
responsibilities and powers which that position commands.
Many thanks go out to NYSACCME’s own
Dr. Michael Sikirica and Dan Kuhn for their
efforts in going to Albany to work with myself
and some high-level Legislative Staffers to
get the wording of the Bill correct. A special
THANK YOU to Assemblyman John McDonald for sponsoring the version of the Bill
which finally was signed into law by Governor Cuomo. Thanks along the way to many
lawmakers who made valiant efforts to pass
various versions of the Bill are in order as
well starting with Sen. Catharine Young from
the 57th Senate District in the Southern Tier,

Former Senator George Maziarz, Assemblyman Stephen Hawley and Senator Rob Ortt
and his staff from the 62nd Senate District in
WNY.
The goal has been achieved, we have set
the bar for excellence. Now, it’s time to follow through with the objective in training
newly elected/appointed Coroners with
some basic knowledge to handle their first
case with confidence, proper training, and
with a sound foundation of knowledge that
will be proper and legally sound. A copy of
the actual legislation is included in this
newsletter for your review. At this point in
time, NYSACCME will begin offering a Coroner 101 class EACH YEAR in February at a
central location within the State. In the future, NYSACCME intends to amend this Bill
to include a continuing education component
as well. We can be proud of this accomplishment, and hold our heads high in that
our efforts of several years paid off and that
we will finally be able to assist the Medicolegal Community with properly trained people
to carry on the duties of such an important
and crucial Office in the State of New York.
Fondly,
Scott M. Schmidt,
CFSP, D-ABMDI
President
NYSACCME

Continued on page 10

Spring 2018 Conference
March 16-18
Genesee Grande Hotel
HOSTED BY: Suffolk County Office of the Medical Examiner
TITLE: “CSI for Realists”: Some Useful Guidelines in Forensic Science, Crime Scene Analysis, and Death Investigation for People Who Work with the Medical Examiner’s Office
The Suffolk County Office of the Medical Examiner is unique among medicolegal death investigative agencies in that
nearly all of the forensic science disciplines and activities are contained and performed, respectively, under one roof.
This includes the trace evidence, firearms examination, drug chemistry, toxicology, biological sciences, and questioned
documents sections. Because of the resources and expertise available in our office, we are in a position to share our
knowledge with the nonscientist personnel with whom we interact on a regular basis. While many conferences on medicolegal death investigation are available throughout the country, few of them offer an integrated approach utilizing all of
the resources that all of the various forensic science specialties have to offer. There is definitely a need to provide guidance to individuals who interact with the Medical Examiner’s Office regarding how the various components of a forensic
science laboratory and medical examiner’s office can function most effectively to handle casework. This course covers
fundamental topics of forensic pathology, death investigation and scene examination; evidence recognition, preservation
and collection; decedent identification; and special topics that are particularly relevant and problematic in the current
forensic science arena. Among our long-term goals for the Office is that the information and awareness that we impart
be used more effectively to guide the workup of homicides, other criminal fatalities (i.e., hit and run), and noncriminal
fatalities (e.g., deaths in custody; fatal workplace injuries) by law enforcement and assistant district and county attorneys.
Knowledge regarding the processing of forensic evidence will allow those interfacing with the Medical Examiner’s/
Coroner’s Office and forensic laboratories to anticipate more effectively the relevant issues pertaining to forensic analyses so that they can guide their prosecutions and comply with deadlines imposed by the courts.
The course is designed to provide basic and refresher training for coroners, medical examiners, homicide and other
police detectives, crime scene investigators, Emergency Medical Service (EMS) providers, firefighters, attorneys, and
any other individuals who work in some capacity with Medical Examiner or Coroner systems in New York State.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS TO BECOMING A MEMBER OF NYSACCME?
Reduction in Conference Registration Fees
Accreditation from NYSACCME in Medico-Legal Death Investigation
Creditability when involved in court cases
Endless networking opportunities with colleagues and other professionals
Learn from top-flight speakers presenting cutting edge topics and techniques
A resource for questions and information regarding every day cases to that complex one of a kind
case that leaves you grasping for straws
The opportunity to raise awareness in your own community by gaining knowledge and technique
that can be passed on to others who don’t know
To become an advocate for the Forensic Sciences
Continuing Education Credits for Medico-Legal Death Investigators, Physicians,
Funeral Directors, on occasion Attorneys
OUR MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO:
Elected and appointed County Coroners and appointed Medical Examiners and their deputies
Officers and members of organizations where there is significant interaction with
NYSACCME
Persons who have significantly advanced the causes of forensic sciences
Sworn law enforcement officers involved in death investigations, and official investigators for Medical Examiners
Licensed Funeral Directors, Embalmers, Undertakers
Retired/Emeritus (former members, no longer in office due to retirement)
Students
Membership is effective from January to December. Yearly membership dues are made payable
to NYSACCME. Applications are available on our website: www.nysaccme.org

1060 East Genesee Street Syracuse, NY 13210
From NYS Thruway (I-90) and Points East: Exit 34A to 481 S toward Syracuse. Merge onto 690 W via Exit 4 toward Syracuse. Take Exit 13, Townsend St. toward downtown. Turn left onto N Townsend St, left onto Erie Blvd,
right on S Crouse, left on East Genesee. Hotel is on the right.
From Points South and Route 81: Exit onto Almond Street. Turn right onto E Genesee St. Hotel is approximately
4/10 mile on the right.
From NYS Thruway (I-90) and Points West: Exit 36 to I-81 S toward Syracuse. Exit onto Harrison St. Turn right
onto S Townsend St. Take first right onto E Genesee St. Hotel is approximately ½ mile on the right.

NYSACCME MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission and Goals of the
State of NY, as well as County
NYSACCME are to assist in
and Local governments for the
advancement of Forensic Scideath investigators. By organizence and its application to
ing Coroners and Medical Exdeath investigation by providing aminers throughout the State,
education to those who interact we support promulgation of
during a death investigation.
standards for death investigaWe strive for the improvement tion. We hope to maintain a
of quality in death investiga- FYI
greater quality of death investitions in NY State and the adgation by accrediting our memvancement of support by the
bership via training, and we

strive to assist with the writing
of new laws and/or changing of
old laws by maintaining liaison
with legislative bodies, representatives, and the State DOH. We
are ACTIVISTS for Forensic
Science.

From Points North and Route 81: Exit onto Harrison St. Turn right onto S Townsend St. Take first right onto E
Genesee St. Hotel is approximately ½ mile on the right.
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STATEOFNEWYORK
________________________________________________________________________
5780--A
2017-2018 Regular Sessions
INASSEMBLY
February 15, 2017
Introduced by M. of A. McDONALD, GOTTFRIED, HARRIS, BENEDETTO, D'URSO, ORTIZ, MONTESANO, BLAKE, RIVERA
-- Multi-Sponsored by -- M. of A. COOK, CROUCH, GALEF -- read once and referred to the Committee on Local Governments
-- committee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as amended and recommitted to said committee
AN ACT to amend the county law, in relation to training requirements for coroners and coroner's deputies
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED IN SENATE AND ASSEMBLY,
DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
1 Section 1. The county law is amended by adding a new section 679 to
2 read as follows:
3 S 679. TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR CORONERS AND CORONER'S DEPUTIES. EACH
4 CORONER AND CORONER'S DEPUTY, WHETHER ELECTED OR APPOINTED PURSUANT TO
5 SECTION FOUR HUNDRED OF THIS CHAPTER, SHALL ATTEND AND SUCCESSFULLY
6 COMPLETE STATE-APPROVED COURSES IN MEDICAL-LEGAL INVESTIGATION. THE COST
7 OF SUCH COURSES SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CORONER OR CORONER'S
8 DEPUTY, PROVIDED HOWEVER THAT THE COUNTY MAY, AT ITS DISCRETION, REIM9 BURSE THE CORONER OR CORONER'S DEPUTY FOR ALL OR A PORTION OF THE COST
10 OF SUCH COURSES. SUCH COURSES SHALL BE PRESCRIBED, CERTIFIED AND ACCRED11 ITED PURSUANT TO RULES PROMULGATED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, IN
12 CONSULTATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL
13 JUSTICE SERVICES, THE SUPERINTENDENT OF STATE POLICE, THE COMMISSIONER
14 OF EDUCATION, AND THE CHAIR OF THE COMMISSION ON FORENSIC SCIENCE. THE
15 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH MAY ALSO CONSULT WITH QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL
16 GROUPS. SUCH RULES SHALL ALSO ESTABLISH THE FREQUENCY AND DURATION FOR
17 SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF ANY SUCH COURSES BY A CORONER OR CORONER'S
18 DEPUTY AND MAY PRESCRIBE HEIGHTENED LEVELS OF TRAINING FOR ANY NEWLY
19 ELECTED OR APPOINTED CORONER OR CORONER'S DEPUTY.
20 S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
21 it shall have become a law; provided, however, that the commissioner of
22 health is authorized and directed to promulgate any rules and regu23 lations necessary to implement the provisions of this act on its effec24 tive date on or before such date.
EXPLANATION--Matter in ITALICS (underscored) is new; matter in brackets [ ] is old law to be omitted.
LBD04584-04-7

The NYSACCME Board continues to seek volunteers to fill positions as a Conference
Host, conference presenter, or faculty for the annual Coroner 101 Class, please let your Officers, Board of Directors, President Schmidt or Susan Ernst know. We would be glad to
assist you in becoming an integral part of NYSACCME.
The last 'call' resulted in an overwhelming response with members stepping forward to
volunteer and for that the Board is grateful.
Winter 2018

"The Cyber Side of Homicide"

Hello friends and fellow members of NYSACCME. The Sullivan County Coroner’s Office welcomes you back to the
Crossroads Of The Catskills, beautiful Sullivan County.
Fall 2018 Conference, will be held on September 21-23, at the Ramada at The Sullivan Event Center in Rock Hill, NY.
Alongside Route 17 and I-86, Rock Hill is a vibrant hamlet in the Town of Thompson just East of Monticello.
Less than 5 miles away you will find our brand new Resorts World Casino, set to open in March of 2018 as a 5 Diamond
resort and conference center with full gaming. On the grounds of the former Concord Hotel, Resorts World will include an
indoor water park hotel, several restaurants, 18 holes of spectacular golf and all the amenities of a 5 Diamond Resort. Sullivan County has so much more to offer and we will be including much of this information in future news.
Fall 2018 Conference will focus on how cyber technology plays a part in our investigations and include some new advances in technology which may make our job more efficient. Although our list of guest speakers is not finalized yet, it will
include experts from the New York State Police Forensics Unit, Sullivan County District Attorney’s Office and several police
agencies.
Our battle with drug overdose fatalities in New York State and throughout the United States is taking a new twist as we
attempt to link the seller to the product and the product to the fatality. The prosecution of these crimes as homicides has
come under Federal guidelines and we intend to highlight some successful prosecutions that originated in Sullivan County.
Many of these cases are made by the “Cyber” connection.
As we get closer to Fall 2018, we will have more details. Look for them in the next issue of The Post.
We hope you will join us in Sullivan County for “The Cyber Side of Homicide”.

NYSACCME BY-LAW CHANGE PROPOSAL
At the September Board of Directors meeting held just prior to the Educational Conference in Syracuse, the Board accepted
the resignation of Dr. Dianne Vertes from the position of Board Secretary. (Dianne was subsequently elected to the Board
of Directors at the NYSACCME Business Meeting following dinner, taking the spot of Dr. Deborah Johnson). It was discussed after reluctantly accepting her resignation, that perhaps combining the position of Board Secretary with that of the
Association Treasurer be explored. Dr. Richard Tesoriero, our Association Treasurer has agreed to also take on the title of
Secretary in a combined role. We cannot, however, combine the roles until the By-Laws have been changed and the membership votes on it. So at the Spring Conference in Syracuse, we will be voting on a By-Law Change as such and then we
will have an election for the Secretary/Treasurer position. As a point of information, our Administrative Assistant is in effect, the Board Secretary…as she takes minutes, distributes folders, compiles information for Board members for meetings
and handles the day to day office communications for the Association. The only time the Secretary would have any duties
would be if the Board went into Executive Session. That has happened twice in the past six years. Thank you Dianne for
holding that Office for the past several years and we look forward to your participation on the Board as an official Board
Member when you return from New Zealand in the Spring!

EDRS EVENT held September 2017

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
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On behalf of President Schmidt, the Officers and Board ...we would like to thank everyone who took the
time out of their busy schedule to attend the EDRS Event that was held on Friday, September 15, 2017, at the
Genesee Grande. The number in attendance was well above our expectations.
While there was useful information presented from the NYSDVR Team, it fell short of our expectation and
we're truly apologetic if people drove long distances to experience redundancy. The EDRS originally scheduled prior to the Spring conference has been postponed until the NYSDVR and EDRS Team has the information ready to deliver and to TRAIN the Coroners and Medical Examiners on how to access the system and
how to use the various intricate features particularly associated with our roles.
We will keep the membership notified on the progress and development of our portion of the system and
when an official 'Training' will be held.
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SAVE THE DATES
Submitted by Whitney B. Meeker, Cortland County Coroner
I can’t speak to other county coroners’ experiences, but I’ve been increasingly frustrated through the
years with people who stick their heads in the sand. I mean community people, governmental people
who want to get together and talk about problems facing us, but when it comes to listening, well, let’s
just say, they’d rather not hear what I have to say. Death is this huge specter looming in front of us and
the less we talk about it, the better. Oh, they want my statistics, I’m bombarded every year for statistics
and the types of drugs that caused the deaths, but to sit and listen to any ideas I might have, uh, no,
they’d rather not. So I don’t go to these meetings, a fact, I might add that has disturbed our Sheriff for
quite a while.
I recently had occasion to speak with our District Attorney about a case which belonged to my partner. We spoke quite awhile about it and segued into other things like the above-mentioned meetings and
get-togethers. I explained that I was invited, but when I got there, no one seemed interested. I haven’t
done mock DWI accidents for local fire departments or schools in a number of years for that same reason—they want me to come and stand there, but they don’t want me to speak to the students. Why
not? Aren’t they the ones we should be reaching out to? The ones we should be focusing on? All of the
education offered in our county stops short of my job. Why? Death is a reality and one we should face
or at the very least give these brand new drivers an idea of what can happen to them.
I had no idea how my plight affected the District Attorney until 3 days after our talk, I went to my
office to find my e-mail had blown up with requests for me to come and talk to the summer school kids.
Uh-oh. Now I’ve done it, yep, shot myself right in the foot. For all my shooting my mouth off, I didn’t
have a thing, not one piece of paper to show these kids, nothing. So I started calling people. Ultimately,
I got more than I asked for and more than I hoped for. One of the things I got was this neat little 28minute video put out by Schoharie County Sheriff’s Department, a very professionally done and wellthought out production involving a whole bunch of folks in that community up to and including news
people. I couldn’t wait to get this in front of a bunch of kids!
The “Wake Up and Smell the Coffee” tour kicked off about 2 weeks after I got the video. I’m facing a
bunch of kids taking driver’s education who obviously were bored and were not even interested in hearing another big mouthed adult telling them what we thought they should know and harping on the evils
of getting behind the wheel of a 5000 lb. weapon and spouting meaningless statistics at them. I told
them that I could indeed recite statistics, but statistics can be interpreted as many ways as there are people interpreting them. I told them that despite the gray hair, I could remember when I took driver’s education and all I wanted to do was get into the driver’s seat, take my driving test and get my license.
Yeah, been there done that. “I wanna be treated like an adult,” “I can’t wait to get my driver’s license so
I can be free,” and the all time classic—“I can drive better drunk than I can sober.” Those words were
spoken to me by a classmate that I never saw alive again. Those words still haunt me.
So after my introduction, I showed them the video. Not a dry eye in the place when it was over including mine though I’d seen it several times. And the questions, oh, the questions. Good questions, appropriate questions and even when the class was over, those kids hung around and asked more questions. I went into this thing saying I wouldn’t pull punches, I wouldn’t lie or otherwise cover anything
up to make it more palatable. These kids need to know, they want to know and if there’s someone like
me or you out there ready to tell them the unvarnished truth, I’ve learned they’re out there ready for it.
Continued on page 5
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SUBJECT TO
CHANGE

Spring 2018 Conference - March 16-18 - Syracuse
Fall 2018 Conference - September 21-23 - Rock Hill
Spring 2019 Conference - March 15-17 - Cooperstown
Fall 2019 Conference - September 20-22 - TBD

SUBJECT TO
CHANGE

THANK YOU

…for your sponsorship at our Fall 2017 Conference

ACCREDITATION POLICY

Initial accreditation requires that each coroner/medical examiner has been in office for at least one year and an active member in good standing of NYSACCME for at least one year. Upon that one (1) year of service, 54 credits of educational accreditation are needed; 36 credits to be from NYSACCME sponsored training courses.
Every three (3) years to be reaccredited, the coroner/medical examiner needs a total of 36 credits in continuing education.
To guarantee that this training has some responsiveness to the needs of New York State at least 18 credits must be in NYSACCME sponsored training courses.
The descriptions of the categories listed are as follows:
A - NYSACCME sponsored seminar/program
B - Credit is given to sponsors from organizations, i.e. AMA, AOA, Local
Government, criminal justice training courses, or other courses with
appropriate forensic thrust as determined by the Accreditation Board.
C - Credit comes from training in any formal mechanism as approved and
evaluated by the Accreditation Board. This can include college and other
formal course work.
SEND ALL NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES to Dr. Borzell at the address below.
If you have questions, contact: Blanche A. Borzell, M.D.
801 N. Decatur Street Watkins Glen, NY 14891
email: bborzell@stny.rr.com
office: 607-535-9222
cell: 607-275-7882

FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE NYSACCME WEBSITE: www.nysaccme.org
Volume 1, Issue 20
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Attention NYSACCME Members!
We are partnering with All Star Sports of Owego, NY to offer an online Coroners Store.
The store will be available online from the 1st thru the 15th of each month starting in November. After
the store closes on the 15th of the month your ordered items will be prepared and shipped.
It works like this:
 Enter in your internet browser: NYSACCME.itemorder.com
 DO NOT use http:// nor www
 Browse through the items
 Click on any item for details, description and options
 Simply choose the color, size, quantity and options
 The term: Medical Examiner or another title of your choosing can be substituted for the title: CORONER on garments and items. Please specify your choice of wording.
You can order and pay online with a credit card.

Why Are You a NYSACCME Member?

The store was developed with a sampling of items which we thought might be
of interest to our members. If there are item(s) that you are interested in, that do not
appear in the store, you can contact Joe Sr. at All Star Sports 607-687-4928 to
check availability and request inclusion.
Remember this is a new initiative to try to meet the needs of our members,
please give us feedback on what you like and what you don't like so that we can
continue to improve the process and the offering.
Thank you!

SUNSHINE FUND
NYSACCME has a special pool of money called the Sunshine Fund. It is money raised in a special raffle following the
dinner meeting on Saturday night of Conference weekends. The items which are raffled off are donated by NYSACCME members in order to raise money for special things. These special things are meant to provide some Sunshine
into the lives of our members when circumstances are less than normal. The Sunshine Fund is used to send memorial
donations to various charities when a death occurs to one of our members or someone in their families. The fund is
used to send a fruit basket to someone who’s been ill, had surgery, been stricken with a sudden illness or is need of
an unexpected pick-me-up. The Sunshine Fund is also used to be a means of a congratulatory offering if one of our
‘family’ has achieved a milestone or significant happening. The Sunshine Fund is used for ALL MEMBERS of NYSACCME. The fund is managed one of our Special Board Members, Joan Burke representing the Organ/Tissue Donation
Community. She arranges for whatever to be sent to the recipient based on the information we receive regarding the
situation at hand. She cannot do her job unless we know about people in need. SHE NEEDS YOU to contact any
NYSACCME Officer, Director or Susan Ernst to alert us to the need. This is such an important function behind the
scenes and is one of the special ways in which NYSACCME is more like a family than just an organization. Please remember to bring something to raffle off to the Conference to help with the Sunshine Fund. Perhaps something unique
to your region, perhaps something which is unique, or perhaps just a gift certificate. We’ve had some outstanding
offerings at the last few conferences and our fund activity has also increased because of the great communication
which has been going on between the membership and Joan. Keep up the good work!
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I came away from this summer feeling like I’d done something useful and as I’ve done more presentations, I’ve refined the delivery a bit, but the message is always the same. Our jobs are necessary, we offer
a valuable service to our communities and if you ask, I’ll answer. Will I continue to talk to kids when
given the opportunity? You bet! I’ll talk to them, their parents and anyone else who wants to hear it.
The thing of it is we, as coroners, can remain in the background. I certainly did because I was under
the impression nobody wanted to hear what I knew or had to say. But I’ve come to believe that there
are folks out there who truly want to know, want to learn about us and what we do and why we do it.
It’s our chance to get out there and remind them that yes, we’re necessary and yes, we’re there to help
them through it.
So what am I saying to you? Get out there, talk to folks, talk to parents, talk to the kids and if someone wants you to come do a DWI re-enactment, go and do with the expectation that you are going to
talk to these kids, you are going to be a viable member of that group that wants others to learn what
you already know—in the blink of an eye, it can all be gone. Be aware, keep your fingers off your cell
phones and don’t drink or do drugs. And as I told those kids this summer…
Friends don’t let friends drive drunk. Drive safe, drive sober.
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Back in the day, membership in NYSACCME was thought of as an opportunity to learn a little and have a party weekend on the County nickel. With County budgets tightening and complimentary training weekend going by the wayside for
many Counties across the State, the members who came for a paid vacation weekend have either passed-on, been
elected out-of-office, or have taken the attitude that if the County won’t pay for it, they don’t need it. NYSACCME itself
has cut back on expenditures to tighten its budget and has been extremely grateful to have many generous sponsors over
the years to cover coffee breaks, cocktail hours, and hospitality suites. Moreover, we have been so fortunate to have
consummate professionals who lecture FOR FREE because they know the value of important and cutting edge knowledge
in our field. We have many members who remain vigilant with their training, most attending BOTH our conferences each
year, and paying for their membership and conference registration ON THEIR OWN.
We continue to attract new members by providing top-flight lectures and educational conferences with the latest and
most up-to-date information available in the areas of Medicolegal Death Investigation and Forensic Science. Assembly
Bill A5780A passed on August 21, 2017, mandating that newly elected or appointed Coroners take a basic class providing training in Medicolegal Death Investigation. We remain the only entity in NY State providing ANY TYPE of education in the aforementioned areas. With the new requirement regarding certification of individuals and Offices by NAME
and/or ABMDI, and with NYSACCME offering CEU credits which are accepted by ABMDI and AAFP, we expect to see a
continued growth in membership.
Please suggest to your County Leaders, that they include money in their respective budgets for training for all the
Coroners, Medical Examiners and Medicolegal Death Investigators in the County. A membership in NYSACCME can
accomplish so much and attending at least one conference a year will go far with regards to credibility and background in
any legal proceedings. Knowledge is power, but knowledge and continuing education in your respective discipline is hard
to defeat in a courtroom.
Law Enforcement, Fire and EMS personnel, morgue attendants, investigators, physicians, technicians, OPO employees
as well as people from the Legal community and anyone and everyone involved with a death investigation are eligible to
become members of NYSACCME. Perhaps join as a “group” allowing alternating people from a particular office to attend under the 'office membership umbrella'. Cost is the same for individual membership, but the ability to rotate staff to
conference is priceless.
In order to be a voting member, you must be a sitting Medical Examiner or Coroner. All other benefits remain the
same.
Membership Applications are available on our website: www.nysaccme.org. Pass along this information to your colleagues and County leaders for consideration today!
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Public Health: Donation helps EVERYONE
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