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CORONER 101 Class

SPRING 2015 CONFERENCE….
“Intergovernmental Cooperation”
Your Conference Hosts, Robert Williams and Michael Garlough, offer a warm welcome to each
registrant for the March 20th thru 22nd 2015 Spring NYSACCME Conference which will be held
in Historic Owego, NY (Tioga County) along the scenic Susquehanna River at the Owego
Treadway Inn. The hosts have planned an informative and educational event featuring a variety of National, State and Regional speakers on the theme of “Intergovernmental Cooperation”
to discuss contemporary trends and issues facing county coroner’s and medical examiners in
working with other governmental agencies at the local, state and federal level. The presentations will include contemporary case studies and reviews of actual events local and of national
significance examining the role of the coroner/medical examiner in relation to other officials.
Topics will include crisis communications and social media, drug related cases, Public Safety
Officer Line of Duty Deaths and a session on organ/tissue donation procedures plus much
more. See you in Owego.

1100 State Route 17C
Owego, New York 13827

NYSACCME will once again be offering the Coroner 101 Class just prior to the start of the Spring 2016
Educational Conference to be held in Watkins Glen, NY. NYSACCME has provided this course for many
years to assist newly elected/appointed Coroner and Medical Examiners with some basic information regarding Medicolegal Death Investigation and Forensic Science prior to taking their first case.
While it is primarily designed for the “Newbie”, it is also a GREAT refresher for those of us who have
held the position for some time. Topics generally covered will be: It’s My First Case, Now What?, Determining Cause/Manner of Death, The Legal-side of Things, How to Fill Out a NYS Death Certificate, Scene Investigation, Talking with the Media, Importance of Cooperation with other Agencies, and many more. This is
also the course that has been offered as an example to New York State of what our Association as well as
many Legislatures think should be the benchmark of the Minimum Training Requirements Legislation which
we have been trying to get passed for several years. Ignorance, ego, and politics have been what has kept this
Legislation from passing. It is our hope that NYSACCME has become well positioned to be the leader and
initial provider of this course when it does pass. In the meantime, we will continue to offer it every three (3)
years.
NYSACCME Board Member and Broome County Coroner Dr. John Prindle has put this course together
for many years and has decided to pass the baton to someone else. NYSACCME President and Orleans
County Chief Coroner Scott Schmidt has agreed to take the reigns for this important class. Please let your
Public Health Director and County Administrators know about this class in order for them to send new people
for this important training. Seasoned folks are welcomed too, as stated before. We also welcome any and all
people from every profession that work with death scene investigation and death in general. The date for this
Coroner 101 Class will be Friday, March 18, 2016 in Watkins Glen, NY just prior to our Spring NYSACCME
Conference which will be March 18-20, 2016. More information will follow along with pricing for just the 101
Course as well as conference information as we move closer to the date.

ACCREDITATION POLICY

From the south (Binghamton):
Take Route 17 west to exit 65. Turn right at stop sign. Bear left at fork in the road, towards Route 17C west.
At traffic light, Holiday Inn Express - Owego is straight ahead or turn right onto Route 17C west and the
Owego Treadway Inn and Suites is on the left.

Initial accreditation requires that each coroner/medical examiner has been in office for at least one year and an active
member in good standing of NYSACCME for at least one year. Upon that one (1) year of service, 54 credits of educational accreditation are needed; 36 credits to be from NYSACCME sponsored training courses.
Every three (3) years to be reaccredited, the coroner/medical examiner needs a total of 36 credits in continuing education. To guarantee that this training has some responsiveness to the needs of New York State at least 18 credits must be
in NYSACCME sponsored training courses.
The descriptions of the categories listed are as follows:

From the northeast (Syracuse):
Take Route 81 south to Route 17 west. Then follow above directions.

A - NYSACCME sponsored seminar/program

From the North (Ithaca):
Take Route 96 south to Owego, New York. Take Route 17C east for approximately 2 miles. Owego Treadway
Inn and Suites and Holiday Inn Express - Owego are on the right

B - Credit is given to sponsors from organizations, i.e. AMA, AOA, Local
Government, criminal justice training courses, or other courses with
appropriate forensic thrust as determined by the Accreditation Board.

From the northwest (Buffalo / Rochester):
Take Route 390 east to Route 17 east to exit 65. Make a right hand turn at the end of the ramp. Make a right
hand turn at the traffic light. You will cross over the river. Bear left at the fork in the road toward Route 17C
west. At the traffic light, Holiday Inn Express - Owego is straight ahead or turn right onto Route 17C and the
Owego Treadway Inn and Suites is on the left.

C - Credit comes from training in any formal mechanism as approved and
evaluated by the Accreditation Board. This can include college and other
formal course work.

From the east (Albany):
Take Route 88 west to Binghamton to Route 17 west and then follow the directions from Binghamton (above).
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SEND ALL NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES to Dr. Borzell at the address below.
If you have questions, contact: Blanche A. Borzell, M.D.
801 N. Decatur Street Watkins Glen, NY 14891
email: bborzell@stny.rr.com
office: 607-535-9222
cell: 607-275-7882

FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE NYSACCME WEBSITE: www.nysaccme.org
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True or False? Only the wealthy can make
a significant gift to NYSACCME.
The Office of Health Emergency Preparedness for New York State recently held a series of HighPriority Conference Calls regarding Ebola and the protocols for handling patients with this disease.
Question came up regarding handling human remains which had been infected with the disease and ultimately died from it. After calls were held with Hospital and Public Health Officials, it was decided that
there needed to be an outreach to Funeral Directors as well as to Medical Examiners and Coroners with
regards to recommended procedures and protocols for handling the remains.
Your Public Health Directors were supposed to notify you about the time and day for this call. There
were several Coroners, Medical Examiners and Funeral Directors on the calls. Those calls have been recorded so, for whatever reason, you did not get the information about the call or if you were unable to be
on the call at that time, the following information has been provided so that you can listen to the call at
your next opportunity to do so. PLEASE AVAIL YOURSELF THE OPPORTUNITY TO LISTEN TO THESE IMPORTANT CALLS!
General number for ALL CALLS: 1-800-585-8367
Conference ID # for FUNERAL DIRECTORS: 30154728
Conference ID # for MEDICAL EXAMINERS/CORONERS: 30154889

SAVE THE DATES

Fall 2015 Conference – September 18-20 - Fairport
Spring 2016 Conference - March 18-20 - Watkins Glen
Fall 2016 Conference – September 16-18 - Lake Placid
Spring 2017 Conference - March 17-19 - TBD
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

MEMBERSHIP CONTEST
This is an invitation to ALL current NYSACCME members, in particular the Board of Directors, to participate in a Membership Contest. While membership levels have remained constant for the past few
years, there are many Medical Examiners and Coroners throughout the State that do not belong to NYSACCME. There are also many individuals in Law Enforcement, Fire, EMS, Law, Organ Procurement,
Counseling, Dental, Anthropology, (and other areas which interact during a Medicolegal Death Investigation), who don’t belong and could benefit greatly from the educational opportunities we offer twice a
year.
Starting immediately, the NYSACCME member who brings the most (appropriately credentialed)
members into NYSACCME will win FREE CONFERENCE REGISTRATION for the Spring 2016 Conference
in Watkins Glen. This will include the Registration for Conference, a Meal Package for the member only,
and Registration for the Coroner 101 class. You will still be responsible for your hotel room.
Again, this contest is open to ALL NYSACCME MEMBERS, however, President Schmidt wants to particularly encourage the Board of Directors to approach the non-member Coroners/ME’s in the Counties
which they each represent! He also would like to put particular emphasis on down-State NY, (to include
the 5 Burroughs), where our membership is thin. This contest will run for the entire year starting
1/1/2015 and end 12/31/2015. Keep a record of who you convinced to join so we can reconcile your
records with those of Susan’s membership roles at the end of the year. Good luck!!
Volume 1, Issue 14

Winter 2015

Page 6

FALSE! Interestingly, the
wealthy are less likely than
others to give. Many of our
supporters are not wealthy,
but are interested in making a
sizeable donation to support
NYSACCME and it’s efforts
in Medico-Legal Death Investigation Education. But to be
practical, they must maintain
their current income and cash
flow levels. They want to
give, but aren’t sure how to
give wisely. A planned gift to

NYSACCME is a wonderful
way to make a difference in
the Educational efforts of
your organization while also
enhancing your own financial
and estate plans. Bequests,
trusts, gifts of life insurance,
and retirement assets—these
giving vehicles can benefit you
regardless of your level of
wealth. And, with a planned
gift, you will have the satisfaction of knowing that you have
truly made a difference in the

future of Forensic Science.
Why not remember NYSACCME in your will or estate
planning or with an outright
donation now, to ensure that
your interests in NYSACCME
will endure through the years.
Your attorney and/or financial
advisor can help you with the
options available to you. NYSACCME is a Not-for-Profit
Organization and your gift is
tax deductible. Thank you.

We Remember….

Please see below the obituary for a man named Grant Kennedy. Grant was a Funeral Director from Canandaigua who died recently following a long and courageous battle with throat cancer. He was relentless in his
drive to live each day to the fullest…even before being afflicted with his disease. Grant was a DMORT
member as well and responded to several Mass Fatality Incidents as a member of the Information Resource
section of the Region 2 Team. Grant was also a long-time member of NYSACCME as well, most recently
attending the conference in Rochester. He was a huge supporter of our organization, our Mission, and a
major spender at our store. At the Rochester Conference he spent over $800 on things for himself yes, but
mostly for his three children. Rest in peace Grant, we’ll miss your presence among us and your effervescent
smile and great attitude for living life!
Grant Murray Kennedy, age 54, passed away unexpectedly at his home on Sept. 11, 2014. He was a loving father, son and
brother. He is survived by his three children, Grant Michael, Richard Scott and Alexis Susanne Kennedy; mother, Susanne Gardner Kennedy; father,
Bruce M. (Anne) Kennedy; sister, Rebecca Brown; two nieces, Hadley and Channing Brown; and his children's mother, Leslie Farnham. Grant was born
in Canandaigua, attended Canandaigua schools and was a graduate of Canandaigua Academy. He earned a bachelor of science degree in business administration from Ashland University in Ohio. Grant was a graduate of the Cincinnati School of Mortuary Science. He was a licensed funeral director and
owned and operated Kennedy & Son Funeral Home Inc. from 1986 to 2008, in Canandaigua and Bloomfield. Grant was a member of the Disaster
Mortuary Operational Response Team, Region II (DMORT) and responded to the Katrina disaster in New Orleans and the Flight 800 aviation accident in New York. He was a member of Kappa Sigma Fraternity, First United Methodist Church, Canandaigua Rotary Club, Masonic Lodge 256,
Merrill Hose Volunteer Fire Co., Canandaigua Chamber of Commerce, Canandaigua Yacht Club, Ontario-Wayne-Yates County Funeral Directors
Association and New York State Funeral Directors Association. Grant was a former camper and counselor at Camp Pathfinder in Algonquin Park,
Canada. He enjoyed skiing, boating, fishing, cooking, woodworking and spending time with his family. Memorial contributions may be made to; American Cancer Society , P.O. Box 7, East Syracuse, NY 13057; or Ontario County Humane Society, 2976 Co. Road 48, Canandaigua, NY 14424.

THANK YOU

Center for Donation and Transplant
Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network
Upstate New York Transplant Services &
Central NY Eye and Tissue Bank
…for your sponsorship at our FALL 2014 CONFERENCE
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Looking ahead-Fall 2015 Update
The NYSACCME Fall 2015 Educational Conference will be held September 18-20th at the Woodcliff Lodge
and Conference Center in Fairport, New York…just minutes outside of Rochester. NYSACCME held a
conference there not too long ago and the property was a huge hit with all who attended! There is a Spa on
the property as well as a Golf Course for those who want to come early and pamper themselves.
NYSACCME President Scott Schmidt will be the host for this conference and has chosen the theme: Decomposition and Anthropology. Some proposed topics are, Bones-How to Differentiate between Human
and Non-Human, Challenges with Human Remains from Theatre of War-Iraq and Afghanistan, Proper
Technique in Removal of Buried Remains, A Day at The Body Farm, Decomposition-Challenges for the
Investigator and Medical Examiner, Explaining Post Mortem Changes to a Family, Preservation and Reconstruction of a Decomposed Remains, Restoration Following Organ and Tissue Recovery and various case
studies/presentations on Decomposition. Commitments as of this writing are from the following presenters:
Dr. William Rodriguez, PhD, Dr. Dawnie Steadman, PhD, Mr. Hal Brown, D-ABMDI, Dr. Jennifer
Prutsman-Pfeifer, PhD, Dr. Jennifer Forsyth, MD and Dr. Elizabeth DiGangi, PhD.
We will be applying for AAFP Credits which are accepted by ABMDI as well as CEU’s for Funeral Directors. Funeral Directors in particular may find this conference beneficial to their daily duties as will Law Enforcement personnel. Extend an invitation to any and all who may find this event interesting and beneficial
to their daily work! This conference will run a bit longer on Sunday so perhaps treat yourself

to an extra day at the Woodcliff!

by President Scott Schmidt
As you read this letter, I hope that all of you had a safe, warm, loving and memorable Holiday Season. In my
home we celebrate Christmas so let me wish all of you a belated Merry Christmas and may the joy and blessings
of the New Year be health and lucrative for you and your family in every way possible.
NYSACCME has endured many challenges throughout the past several years to keep the costs of conferences and membership down for the membership. We’ve been blessed with speakers who actually present at no
cost because they know the benefit of quality education and want to share what they know as a way of giving
back. We continue to share a great relationship with the NYS Funeral Directors Association and the NYS DOH
Bureau of Funeral Directing which affords us the opportunity to network with another group of partners in
Medicolegal Death Investigations as well as providing us an opportunity to offer our Funeral Director members
to gain some mandatory Continuing Education Credits towards their License renewal. We try to keep our budget
increases to a minimum and have been fortunate to have kept our expenses somewhat level. It has been quite
some time since the conference registration packages have had an increase even while costs have risen. Alas,
starting with the Fall 2015 Conference, the Registration packages will have a slight increase. Nothing huge, but
one which reflects the cost of doing business. The price of meal packages at conference has gone up and in order
to not run conference at a loss and continue to provide top-flight educators and presentations, we need to adjust
the fee schedule to reflect those increases.
I hope this won’t be a problem for any of you. It’s always a challenge to keep the books above water and NYSACCME has been blessed with Officers and a Board that have done a wonderful job in doing so. Our funds
aren’t huge, but we make every effort to get the most bang for our buck when putting a conference together.
Susan Ernst, NYSACCME Administrative Assistant, has become a master at negotiating with hotels and has
worked her magic over the years to help maintain the status quo. The challenges will continue, and just like all of
you, as they pop-up, we will meet them head on and make the appropriate adjustments to keep NYSACCME
pointed towards the future in a sound fiscal standing.
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS TO BECOMING A MEMBER OF NYSACCME?
Reduction in Conference Registration Fees
Accreditation from NYSACCME in Medico-Legal Death Investigation
Creditability when involved in court cases
Endless networking opportunities with colleagues and other professionals
Learn from top-flight speakers presenting cutting edge topics and techniques
A resource for questions and information regarding every day cases to that complex
one of a kind case that leaves you grasping for straws
The opportunity to raise awareness in your own community by gaining knowledge
and technique that can be passed on to others who don’t know
To become an advocate for the Forensic Sciences
Continuing Education Credits for Medico-Legal Death Investigators, Physicians,
Funeral Directors, on occasion Attorneys
OUR MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO:
Elected and appointed County Coroners and appointed Medical Examiners and their
deputies
Officers and members of organizations where there is significant interaction with
NYSACCME
Persons who have significantly advanced the causes of forensic sciences
Sworn law enforcement officers involved in death investigations, and official investigators for Medical Examiners
Licensed Funeral Directors, Embalmers, Undertakers
Retired/Emeritus (former members, no longer in office due to retirement)
Students
Membership is effective from January to December. Yearly membership dues are
made payable to NYSACCME. Applications are available on our website:

NYSACCME MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission and Goals of the
State of NY, as well as County
NYSACCME are to assist in
and Local governments for the
advancement of Forensic Scideath investigators. By organizence and its application to
ing Coroners and Medical Exdeath investigation by providing aminers throughout the State,
education to those who interact we support promulgation of
during a death investigation.
standards for death investigaWe strive for the improvement tion. We hope to maintain a
of quality in death investiga- FYI
greater quality of death investitions in NY State and the adgation by accrediting our memvancement of support by the
bership via training, and we
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strive to assist with the writing
of new laws and/or changing of
old laws by maintaining liaison
with legislative bodies, representatives, and the State DOH. We
are ACTIVISTS for Forensic
Science.
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