
New York State Association of County Coroners and Medical Examiners 
Spring 2014 Conference 

Friday, March 21 – Sunday, March 23, 2014 
Genesee Grande Hotel, Syracuse, NY  

“Lethal Animal Encounters” 

Friday, March 21, 2014  

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm   NYSACCME Board of Directors Meeting 

5:30 pm – 6:30 pm    Registration 

7:00 pm    Dinner on your own 

Saturday, March 22, 2014 

7:00 am – 8:00 am   Registration and Breakfast 

8:00 am – 8:15 am   Welcome – President Scott Schmidt 

8:15 am – 9:15 am   “Animal Effects, Anti, Peri, & Postmortem" Part I – 
     Elizabeth DiGangi, PhD 
 
9:15 am – 10:15 am  “Animal Effects” Part II – Elizabeth DiGangi, PhD  
 
10:15 am – 10:30 am   Break 
 
10:30 am – 11:30 am   “Pediatric Deaths Due to Animals” – Karel Kurst-Swanger, PhD 
 
11:30 am – 12:30 pm  “Grief... When "Fluffy" Kills” – Elizabeth Berry, PhD 
                                        
12:30 pm – 1:45 pm   Lunch and Accreditation Meeting 
 
1:45 pm – 2:45 pm   “MVA's & Animals” – David Dye, Sr. Investigator, NYSP 
      
2:45 pm – 3:45 pm  “Assessing Animal Effects at Autopsy” – Jennifer Forsythe, MD 
 
3:45 pm – 4:00 pm   Break 
 
4:00 pm – 5:00 pm    “Legal Ramifications of Deaths Caused by Animals” – 

Gregory S. Oakes, Esq. 
 
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm   Break 

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm   Cocktail Hour  

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm   Dinner / Business Meeting / Presentation 
     “Child Fatality Review Team Process & Results” – 
     Karel Kurst-Swanger, PhD 
 
9:00 pm – 12:00 am   Hospitality Suite  



Sunday, March 23, 2014 

7:00 am – 8:00 am   Breakfast 

8:00 am – 9:00 am   “Global Emergence of Dengue” – Timothy P. Endy, MD 
 
9:00 am – 10:00 am   “North American Malaria: Studies in Babesiosis” – 
     Mark E. Polhemus, MD 
     
10:00 am – 10:15 am   Break 
 
10:15 am – 11:15 am   “Zoonotic Diseases” – J. Corey Orava, DVM 

11:15 am – 12:15 pm   “Horses, Cattle and Pigs! Oh, My!” – J. Corey Orava, DVM 
 
 
NYSACCME Credits:   12 

AAFP approved credits:  12 AAFP Prescribed Credits 

ABMDI will accept AAFP Prescribed Credits 

NYSDOH approved Funeral Director credits:   2 CEUs  
 

Updated:   01/10/14 SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

"Conference presentations are intended for educational purposes only and they are the works of the individual presenters, not 
NYSACCME.  Moreover, medical and scientific processes, statutes and/or legal decisions are subject to change, and are often 
based upon the specific facts of individual cases.  In any particular investigation, discussion with local resources such as Medical 
Examiners, physicians and/or legal advisors may be appropriate." 
 
 

Speaker’s Abridge Biographies 
 

Elizabeth Berry, PhD, Licensed Clinical Psychologist, Crouse Hospital, Syracuse, NY  
Elizabeth DiGangi, PhD, Biological Anthropologist, Binghamton University, Binghamton, NY  
David Dye, Sr. Investigator, Accident Reconstruction Team, Troop D, Albany, NY  
Timothy P. Endy, MD, MPH, FACP, COL (Ret), USA, Chief, Infectious Disease Div., Associate Professor, Departments of 
Microbiology & Immunology and Preventative Medicine, Upstate Medical University, Syracuse, NY. Co-founder, Center of 
Global Health, Upstate University Hospital, Syracuse, NY  
Jennifer Forsythe, MD, Forensic Pathologist, Little Rock Medical Examiners Office, Little Rock, AR  
Karel Kurst-Swanger, PhD, Associate Professor of Public Justice, SUNY Oswego, Oswego, NY  
Gregory S. Oakes, Esq., District Attorney, Oswego County District Attorney's Office, Oswego, NY  
J. Corey Orava, DVM, Veterinary Services Manager, Vet-Stem, Inc., Vermont 
Mark E. Polhemus, MD, FACP, MAJ (Ret), USA, VP of Research, Dept. of Veteran Affairs, Syracuse, NY.  Associate 
Professor, Dept. of Medicine, Upstate University Hospital, Syracuse, NY.  Director and Co-founder, Center for Global Health, 
Upstate University Hospital, Syracuse, NY  
 
 
 

 

 

03/14/sje 

The Officers and Board of Directors would like  
to thank the Genesee Grande Hotel staff  

for their assistance and courtesy extended to NYSACCME. 
 


